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s it is not my purpoſe to ſend you a 
formal anſwer to the pamphlet you 
put into my hand, wrote by Mr. 
Farmer, intitled, An Inquiry into the 

nature and defign of Chriſt's temptations in the 

doi lderneſs, J have only ſaid fo much upon its 
cardinal miſtakes as that yourſelf may be able 
to diſcover its errors of leſs moment. 


ARTICLES 


« Page 3. The devil tempred Cbriſt in an undiſ- 
« guiſed and viſible form. &c. in this 0dious 
i for, OC |» 


T. HAT we dern 3 to our Lord in 
1 a viſible form is allow'd, but that he ap- 
peared to him in an undiſguiſed or odious form, 

we grant not. 
We learn from Lev. xvii. 7. compared with 
Iſa. xin. 21. xxxiv. 14, Deut. xxxii. 17 ; that 
the devil was worſhipped heretofore in the form 
of a ſatyr or goat, and therefore underſtand 

tha at Mr. Farmer by the ex Nee undi 3 

B 


Axrx. fa} Io 


and odious form, muſt mean that of (TPO birtus, [ Ro 


 biſpidus, hircus,) an hairy, ſhaggy man, or a 

oat, | G 2 3 
8 Now the ſuppoſition that the devil appeared 
to our Lord in this ſhape, we allow to be ab- 
ſurd; but ſince we ſuppoſe him to have ap- 
peared as a good man, or as a good angel, that 
is, not as a devil, Mr. Farmer's objections, 
founded upon a ſuppoſition which is not made, 
mult be looked upon as unreaſonable, 


E ele e eee eee 
riet MS 


« Page 4.) Satan appeared to him in perſon, ſo 
« as 1 be known and diſtinguiſhed under his 
e proper character: according to this account, 


©. the ſon of God was impoſed upon by the devil.” 
| I the myſteries of the divine Trinity and of 


its relations to the manhood of Jeſus, were 
to be expounded ſcripturally and impartially, 
this objection would fail at once. . 
Me believe not, I ſay, that Satan appeared 
to our Lord as Satan, or that our Lord knew 
him to be ſuch: our anſwer therefore to 
this paſlage is, that fo far forth as to be made 
unknowing of a perſon, accoſting us by his diſ- 
guiſe, is to be impoſed upon by that perſon, 
our Lord was now impoſed upon by Satan. 


— —Solliciti parum 
Utcungue ftet commune vulgs 
 Arbitrium et popularis error, 


0 | ö NE. 


| 3:3} __- II. 
We believe that, altho the man Jeſus knew 
all things and all perſons immediately as it be- 
came expedient for- him to know them, yet 
that the man Jeſus, in his ſtate of humility, 
uſurped no ſupernatural knowledge from God; 
nor ſought to know any thing farther than the 
Holy Ghoſt (whoſe offspring as man he was) 
taught and diſcloſed to him, from time to time, 
and as occaſional propriety required. That his 
_fingle and upright heart might at firſt ſuſpect no 
evil in the ſeeming man that converſed with him. 


For neither men nor angels can diſcern 
Hypocriſy (the only evil that walks 
_ Inviſible, except to God alone, 
By his permiſhve will, through heaven and 
earth. 
And oft tho' wiſdom wake, ſuſpicion e 
At reaſon's gate, while goodneſs thinks no ill 
Where no ill ſeems) which now for once 
beguil'd 
Uriel, tho' regent to the ſun, and held 
The ſharpeſt lighted ſpirit of all in heaven. 
Paradi ye Lo, Book 3. 


Yea and ſhould ſome faſpicion have arifeck 
in our Lord, concerning his then companion 
(whom he was probably perſwading to believe 
in him as the Meſſiah) ſuch ſuſpicion he would 
certainly have paſſed by as a ſuggeſtion which 
concerned him not, till he ſhould have received 


a more reſpectable intimation of it from the 
Holy Ghoſt. | | 
| B 2 His 


Am I. 41 41 


His divine nature ſupplied him as man with 
no other indowments or faculties chan are 
common to other men. 

He was born like all other men ch an 
imagination altogether unfurniſhed, and con- 
ſequently without any remembrance or veſtiges 
of his antecedent and angelick ſtate of life ; 
and the whole of his natural knowledge reſult- 
ed, like that of all other men's, from the ideas 
admitted by his ſenſes into his imagination for 
the uſe of his intellectual faculties. And what 
he had of ſupernatural power or wiſdom was de- 
rived to him caſually, or as ſuited contingents, 


from the Holy Ghoſt (Mart ii. 8.) who was A 


ſingly to be his guide; and to whom he 
was ever obedient, attentive, and faithful. =_ 
We therefore-read of him (Luke ii. 52.) that 
he grew in wiſdom as in {tature, like other 
men, (Mat. xxiv. 30.) that he was ignorant of 
the day of judgment; that {Luke xxii. 32.) he 
obtained by prayer of the Father that Peter's faith 
ſhould not fail; that (Mat. xxvi. 39, 42, 44.) 
he knew not but that his Father might, upon his 
earneſt prayer, remove his bitter cup from him ; 
and that he learnt the things of his holy Father 
by experience and reflection, as other good 
men learn of God, and grow in the knowledge 
of him, ſo Heb. v. 8.) tho a fon yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he ſuffered ; 
in ſhort that he had no extraordinary knowledge 
or power, but what he derived, as incidental 


exigences made it expedient, from his Father, 


| (Jon * vil, 28 / J ao nch ng of myſe], if, but as the. 


Je arber 


1 5 5 ART. III. 
Fulber has taught me I ſpeak theſe things, Ichs v. * 
1, 30. The Son can do nothing of hrmſelf but what 
he ſeeth the Father do. 

Our Lord's character as our atonement, is 
Mat. viii. 17. He took our infirmties, and bare 
our diſeaſes, Heb. v. 2. For he himſelf alſo is com- 
paſſed about with infirmities. Now ac bene, infir- 
mity, denotes an impotence, or a defect of power, 

ſee 1 Cor. xv. 43.2 Cor. xiii. 4. Rom. vill. 3. whe- 
ther in body, Mat. iv. 2. Job iv. 6. or in mind, 
1 Cor. viii. 7, 10. Mark xiv. 33. Mat. xxvi. 38. 
Excepting fin only, Chriſt was in all points 
as we are, being our fimilitude, ſee Heb. iv. 15. 
for x are, juxta ſimilitudinem (or, in 
ſimilitudine) anſwers to 1an72 (or amnRaa) | 
ſee Gen. i. 26. v. 3. Dan. x. 16. apd imports 
the ſame as TapzTMyoiws, of LN 
that is, in ipſa ſimilitudine; ſee Heb. ii. 14, 
17. foraſmuch then as the children partake 
of fleſh and blood, NO ona og e 
he alſo in that fimilitude became a partaker 
of theſe, (ſee v. 17.) being in all OT made 


_- like his brethren. 


#0005000500000000000000 
ARTICLE III. 


« Page p.) Is follicited to turn ſtones into bread 
1 by Jatisfy his bunger by this means, upon 


* the open application of an implacable enemy 
and a fiend of hell.” 


nl no where appears, that Satan ſollicits 
Chriſt, © as @ fiend N bell fo make bread 


„ of 


141 
ut of flones It appears only that he objected 1 
to him his hunger as a proof chat he could not 
be the Son of God. ; i 
Ihe man Jeſus had a panda witneſs wk 
in him, aſſuring him of his divine original; 
fee John viii. 14. x. 15. Xilt. 3. To confound 
this his power of believing, were both the 
ſuggeſtions of Satan and his exterior aſſumed 
Peripnage now calculated. 

Our Lord talks with him as a venerable old 
traveller that occurred to him, and, perhaps, | 
ſeemed ready to be perſuaded to believe in him, 
provided only he would ſolve a few difficulties 
that interpoſed ; as that if he were indeed the 
Son of God, he would be, as was his Father, 
omnipotent, and ſo be able to change this 
flone into bread, and ſatisfy at once the hun ger 
of them both. 

Our Lord however, having no direction from 
the Holy Ghoſt ſo to do, adviſes him that God, 
and not bread, is the ſupport of life; that theres 
fore their preſent hunger ought not to move 
him to exert any ſupernatural power without 


the ſuggeſtion of the Holy Ghoſt, firſt evil 
ing his * W 


ART. 


ARTICLE. W. 


« Pa ge 6. The devil removed Chriſt corporeally 
« from the wilderneſs to the top of the temple, 
&. p. 13. and from thence 70 1. 8. of an 
« exceeding bigh mountain A power 
« truly miraculous, and by no means % or, 


(c &c. 


5 17 appears not that theſe temptattont were re- 

peated, one on the back of the other; nei- 
ther that the devil here exerted any ſupernatural 
power on the perſon of Chriſt, tranſporting 
him any where at all ; neither that the 
fame perſon ſeemed to attend Chriſt on the 


temple battlements, who had before attended 


him in the wilderneſs, . For the following is an 
unexceptionable tranſlation of the 5th verſe. 
About the ſame time (Ti, ſee Mat. ii. 7. 
iii. 13. XV. 12. XVil. 19. XIX. 13. XXIV. 9, 14, 
Sc. where its import is ſuch,) the devil con- 
ducts him (Or; FApLNC He, becomes his 
companion, fee Mat. i. 24. XVII, I. Xvili. 16. 
XX. 17) into the holy city, and occaſions him 
to ſtand (ice, 0.22.4.2)0, that is, cauſes or 
contrives him to be) upon a pinacle of the temple. 
In like manner, in verſe the 8th, TaAw ſigni- 
fies, again, moreover, at another place or time, 
and may be rendered as follows: at another 
time the devil rnd Him into an exceeding ] 
bigh mountain. 05 
Jhe 


Ax r. IV. L 8 1 


The temptations here mentioned were not 
till after the forty days temptations were over z 
ſee Luke iv. 2. and happened, we may ſuppoſe, 
at three different times. (a) 

Jo the firſt of them our Lord's hunger, the 
effect of his faſting, gave the occaſion. The 
ſecond temptation, which ſeems to have been 
ſoon afterwards, was probably occaſioned by 
our Lord's quotation in the firſt ; for Satan, ru- 
minating upon the manner of his firſt repulſe, 
and ſeeing the angels come to relieve our Lord's 
neceflity, bethought himſelf of P/. xci. 11. as 
a proper ſcripture whereon to ground his next 
onſet. 

Addreſling him therifare i in the perſon * a 
ſcribe, and, in the courſe of converſation, pre- 
vailing upon him, under ſome crafty pretence 
or other, to aſcend the temple battlements, 
without adverting to the great difficulty of de- 
ſcending them again by the ſame way; this 
ſubtile companion a ſecond time aflails his con- 
fence, by propoſing to him to caſt himſelf 

without 


54 a —_—. 


_— — _-_ _ 


NOT E:& | 
(a) 1 ſuppoſe that, during the forty days of our 


Lord's temptation in the wilderneſs, Satan was not 
ſeen of him at all; and that he had only the wild 
beaſts (Mark i. 13.) for his companions ; alſo that, 
theſe temptations being over, our Lord was after- 


Wards aflaulted by Satan viſibly at three different, 


altho' not very diſtant, times, in the manner relate®. 
by St. Matthew, 


* 0 4. Art. V. 
id heſitation from the battlemients ; for 


that if he were the Son of God, he had nothing 
to fear; the angels would be commiſſioned to 


ſave him harmleſs. But our Lord not appro- 
ving this counſel, replies, it may be ſuppoſed, 


without ſulpecting his companion, The ſcrip- 


* ture paſſage you propoſe muſt not be ſo un- 
* derftood as to contradict another paſlage 
* which you advert not to, namely, thou ſhalt 
not tempt Jehovah, thy God, which, in act- 
ing as you perſuade, I ſhould do, by forcing 
him upon a miracle to preſerve us: we will 


* 


„ ov 


* open to us ſome ordinary way of getting 
* down fafely. 

The devil hereby repulſed ſeems to have left 
our Lord again for the preſerit, to get down 
from the battlements as he could ; and after 
this our Lord, it ſeems, made ſome ſhort ſtay 
in Jeruſalem. — 


0000000000000+0n0000+00 
| ARTICLE V. 


t Page 75 
ftemptation, uſually accounted the 3s teſt of 
* all, &c. A 


IN order to judge fairly of this thir 


aſlault 
of ſatan, we muſt beg leave to ſuppoſe 
three things. 


8 ART. 


therefore wait his good providence, till he 


—18.) With regard to the third 


Axf. T. [ 10 ] 
A R T. V. Srer. L 
Three things premiſed. 


1 


That Chriſt converſed 9 and as fa- 
miliarly with angels as with men; that they 
came to him as miniſtring ſpirits, to ſerve him 
with proviſions, Mat. iv. 11. to comfort him 
in his ſorrows; to ſtrengthen him in his faint- 
ings (Luke xxii. 43.) to relieve him in his diſ- 
treſſes, Mat. xxvi, 53. to converſe with him on 
his future paſſion, Luke ix. 29—31. yea and 
that his correſpondence with them was ſome- 
times in ſuch multitudes together, as if all hea- 
ven were opened upon him, John i. 51. in 
which reſpect Jacob v was his type, as we read 
Gen. xxviii. (a) | 
Altho 


— 
— 0 


NR W 958 
(4) Our Lord's promiſe to Nathaniel, related Joba 
I. 51. is very remarkable (a ap); deinceps) hence- 
forth (Hr. l C. from this hour) thou ſhalt 
ſee heaven opened, and the angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending to (Hr. RS. Gr. eri cum accu- 
 fativo : in which caſe it alſo ſignifies, to; ſee Mat. 


XVili. 12. Luke iii. 2. x. 6—9. xii. 11—g8. xv. 4. 
xix. f.) vbe len- man that is, thou ſhalt ſee the an- 


EIII!̃ͤ;ͤ 

Altho', according to the uſual limits of hu - 
man nature, our eyes can ſee only that part of the 
creation which is of one degree of groſſneſs 
with ourſelves: yet it is well known, not only 
that this general reſtriction has been vacated in 
numberleſs inſtances, but moreover, that the 
eyes of Jeſus had been ſo ſtrengthened as even 
to behold the Father, as himſelf declares ohn 
vi. 46. Not that any one hath ſeen the Father, 

ſave he who is from God, be hath ſeen the Father. 

Shall we then be aſhamed to avow as our be- 
lief, that our Lord, ſo often as it pleaſed his 


Father and was expedient to his office, had 


interviews with his own angelic ſubjects? 

We grant that our Lord knew no more than 
the divine wiſdom judged fit for him to know; 
and that he ſaw no more than what the provi- 
dence of his Father permitted him to ſee: yet 

we are not to conclude him therefore to have 


been a ſtranger, like other men, to the realities | 


of his * worlds. | 


1 


NO T Si 


gels aſcending from the Son- man on earth to his Fa- 
ther in heaven, and deſcending from his Father in 


heaven to the Son- man on earth. This promiſe our 
Lord makes to Nathaniel with a kind of oath, 

aun eltenu, verily, verily; ſo that there can be no doubt 
but it was verified (ar agi, that is,) during his mi- 


niſtry on earth; and yet as we have no mention 


made of ſuch like occurrence in any of the evange- 
liſts, we muſt number this promiſe among ( John xx. 


30. q ON Mc & 2% 81. Yeyetupiea) the many 


ſigns that are not written, 


cz „uR 


Akr. V. =] 12 ] 


II. | 


We have to ſuppoſe that, altho' our 1056 | 
might not know at what times or ſeaſons the 
kingdoms of this world might become his king- 
doms (ſeeing the father, As i. 7. hath ap- 
pointed theſe for his own private liberty, or 
power of choice) yet, that our Lord expected a 
| ſurrender of the kingdoms of this world into 
his hands, as the expreſs promiſe of his father; 
and of this I think no one will doubt, becauſe 

iſt, He was continually preaching of this 
kingdom as near at hand (6.) 

2dly. Becauſe this kingdom was a promiſe 
made his mother, at her conception of him. (c 
Zdly. Becauſe our Lord ſo often calls it his 
kingdom. (d) 3 
Athly. Becauſe this his kingdom 18 promiſed 


him to be an carthly N (e) 
: 5thly. 


N OT E s. 


( So Wr ix. I. Verily J ſay unto you, that 
there are ſome of them that ſtand here, who hall not 
taſte death till a> have ſeen the kingdom of God tome 


with power. 
(c) So Luke i. 33-) And the Lord God hall x give 


unto him the throne of his father David, and he ſha!l 
reign over the houſe of David æoniany, and of Lis Hig: 


dom ther ſhall be no end. 
(d) So Luke 22. 30. That ye may eat and drink at 


my table in my kingdom. See alſo Mal. Xlil, 41. XX, 


21. Luke xxiii. 42. John xviii. 36. 
(e) Accordingly Daniel teaches us that it ſhall be 


A kingdom ſized out of the hands of the wg of 


Ei ART. V. 


5 thly. Becauſe this his kingdom is to be ſitu- 
ated, or locally ſeated in the land of Canaan, as 
Jehovah promiſes to Abraham. (f) | 

6thly. Becauſe the land of Canaan, where 
this kingdom is to be ſituated, was to have been 
| a waſted land, a wilderneſs, a deſart. (g/ 
Ithly. 


— 


* O T 


the earth, and that it ſhall prevail among them, 


| and diſſolve all other kingdoms under the whole 


heaven, and rule the whole earth; ſee Dan. ii. 35 
—44. vii. 27. as St. John hkewiſe explains this 
paſſage, Rev. xi. 15. And there were voices in heaven, 
faying, The kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, So Rev. v. 9 

10. The four living ones and the four and twenty el- 
ders ſung, Thou art worthy, for thou wert flain, and 
haſt redeemed us unto God by thy blood, and haſt made us 
unto our God, _ and prichs, and we r ſhall vreign on 
earth, 

Gen. xvii. 8. xiii. 15, xxviii. 13. The land 
of Canaan, the land which thou ſeeſt, the land whereos 
thou lieſt, io thee will 1 give it and to thy ſeed aionianly; 
that is, the very land wherein 3 had been a ſtran- 
ger and pilgrim. See Heb. xi. 13. 

(g) So Ila. li. 3. Jebovab will comfort Zion; be 
wil comfort all her waſte places, and will make her 
wilderneſs like Eden, and her deſert like the garden of 
Jehovah : joy and gladneſs ſhall be found therein, thankſ- 
giving and the voice of melody. Ch. xliv. 26. 

Exel. xxxvi. 4—10. Thus ſaith Febovah to : the 
mounzains, and to the hills, and to the rivers, and to 
the vallies, to the deſolate v aſtes, and to the cities that 
are forſaken, which become a prey and derifion——— - 
Shoot forth your branches, O mountains of Iſrael, and 
yield your fruit to my 1 88 of Jjrael : for I am for 


ART. V. ; 114 1 


7thly. Becauſe the metropolis of this our 


Lord's kingdom was to be mount Zion, in Ive 
ruſalem. ( 


8thly. Even an earthly Jeruſalem, ſuch as 
was policfſed by the ancient Jews. (i) 


— ä 


0 


. 


you, and will turn unto you, and ye ſhall be jilled and 


ſown, and I will multiply men upon you ; all the houſe 
of Vrael, all of it, and the cities ſhall be inhabited, and 
the 4 pr ſhall be filled, &c. 

(Þ) Pf. cxxxii. 13. Jebovab has choſen mount 
Zion, be has deſired it for his habitation ; ; this is my 
reſt eonianly, bere will I dwell, for 1 have defired it. 
Zech. ii. 10. Sing, O daughter of Zion, for lo! I 


come, and will dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith Jeho- 


wah, lia. ii. 3. And many people fhall ſay, Come ye, 


let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah , and be will 


teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; 
for out of Zion ſhall go forth a law, and the Word of 
Jehovah from Jeruſalem. 

(i) Fer. iii. 14, 17, 18. Turn, O backſliding chil- 
dren, ſaith Febovab, for J am married unto you; and 
Iwill take you one of a cily, and two of a family, and 
will bring you unto Zion. At that time they ſhall call 


Jeruſalem the throne of Jehovah, and all nations ſhall 


be gathered into it, to the name of Fehovah, to Jeru- 
ſalem; neither ſhall they walk any more after the ima— 
gination of their evil heart; and they fail come tage 
ther cut of the land of the north, to the land thet 7 
have given for an inheritance unto year fathers. 


Iſa. xxxiii. 20—24. Look upon Zion, the city of 
our ſolemnitics ;, thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet Ta. 


bitation, a tabernacle that gh not be token down ; 
the people that dwell therein fal. be K den. Exek. 


f 


T' is . Aare 
dthly. Becauſe this Nac en is likewiſe pro- 
med 8 our Lord to be a catholic, worldly 


' monarchy. (L , 
' Tothly. Becauſe in this catholic, worldly 


monarchy, to be « our Lord's kingdom, all the 
1 guiltleſs 


- OP * n 
— 


Ve 
xliti. 7. Son of man, ( behold, here ſhall be Ty tbe place 
of my e. the place of the ſoles of my feet, where I 
will dwell in the midjt * the children of Lrael aio- 
manly. | 

Zech. ii. 4, 11, 12. Jeruſalem ſhall be inhabited 
as towns without walls, for the multitude of men and 
cattle therein, for I, ſaith Jebovab, will be unto her 
a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the- 
midſt of ber. Many nations ſhall be joined to Jehovah | 
in that day, and ſhall be my people, and 1 will dwell 
in the midſt of thee. Jebovab ſhall inherit Fudah, 
Beg portion in ti holy land, and ſhall chooſe Jeruſalem 
again. 

. Ja. xxvii. 6. Iſrael ſpall bloſſom and bud, ans 
fill the face of the world with fruit. 

Le. xxii. 27. All the ends of the world foall r remem- 
ber and turn again unto Jebevab, and all the kindreds 
of the nations ſhall wot ſhip before thee ;, for the king- 
dom is Jebovab's, and he is Governor among the na- 
lions. Dan. vii. 14. There was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all nations and lan- 
CEuages ſhould ſerve him, &c. 

Iſa. xlix. 6. 1t is a little thing that thou ſhouldſt be 
my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and reſtore 
the deſolations of Iſrael, I will alſo give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my JO 
Ler reſtorer] to the end of the earth, 


K 1 16 ] 


guiltleſs creatures ſhould be regenerate. (0. But 
the reaſon of their regeneration is clearly in or- 
der that they might be thereby qualified and ca- 
pacitated for (that is, endowed with a ſuſcep- 

tibility of) his immediate government. 


Chriſt, 
N K *- 


(1) Rom. viii. 19. For the earneſt expeBation 
of the creature waiteth for the manife Nation of the 
ons of God, © | 

20. For the creature was ſubordinated to vanity, 
not of his own will, but of the will 5 him who ſub. 
ordinated it, 5 

21. Upon a hope that even the creature itſelf ſhould 
be freed from the bondage of corruption, to the liberty of 
the glory of the ſons of God. 

22. For we knew that all creatures groan together 
and travail together until now. 

From which paſſage we learn, | 
|: That the whole creation ( xTio1, ther: is, 
Ta0% e, ee verſe 22.) i ſubordinated to vas 
nity (Gr. Ty KATLOTYT, to fruſtraneous efforts} 
and corruption; that is, that all creatures are fo des 
graded from that ſtate of excellency wherein they 
were at firſt made by God, (whoſe works came out 
of his hands all pure and perfect) as to be in a ſtate | 
of corruption, folly, and bondage. 

2dly. That this ſubjection of the guiltleſs crea- 
tures to vanity and corruption was not the object of 
their choice, but againſt their will; and (being the 
conſequence of their fall by Adam, whoſe repreſen- 
tatives and for whoſe aſcendency they were at firſt 
made, it) was laid upon them (en eamdt) upon a 
hope which ſhall be amply gratified, and their fall as 
"Py compenſated, in their deliverance and full 


E ART. V. 


_ Chriſt, being now man, intends to be him- 


| ſelf the center and ultimate end of all his crea- 
tures ; and that by virtue of the regeneration, 


„„ which 


— 


„„ TE 

enlargement. See Rom. xi. 29, 32. Zach. ix. 12. 
Ja. xlix. 9. xlii. 6, 7. | 

3dly. That this deliverance of theſe quiltleſs crea- 
tures ſhall happen, as to time, when the glory of 
the ſons of God ſhall be manifeſted, | 
Now the ſons of God are deſcribed in this chapter, 
whence we have taken our text, as they who are in 
Chrift, a ſpiritually minded people, who walk not af- 
ter the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; the ſpirit having 
freed them from the law of fin and death, whoſe ty- 
ranny unbelievers obey, that the righteouſneſs of the 
| law might be fulfilled of them, by the powerful effi- 
cacy of Chriſt's ſpirit in them: therefore being lea, 
not by the ſpirit of bondage to fear, but by the ſpirit of 
God, which is the ſpirit of adoption, crying in them, 
abba, father; they are the children, and ſo the heirs 
| of God, even joint-heirs with Chriſt ; and they ſhall be 
_ glorified together with him, altho* their condition in 
| this life ſeems to beſpeak no probability of this their 
promiſed glory, ſee 1 Jobn iii. 2. Ram. vill. 18. 
And in theſe who are emphatically the elect of 
God, the immutable glory, majeſty, and attributes 
of God ſhall be manifeſted ; when their Jehovah 
God ſhall gratify them with the viſions of himſelf; 
ſee 1 Fohn iii. 2. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 2 Cor. iii. 18. and 

then ſhall the guiltleſs creatures likewiſe be reſtored. 
Athly. That the earneſt expectation with which 
the creatures (being juſtly uneaſy under their con- 
dition) groan, as a woman in travail groans to be 
delivered, is univerſal ; that is, that it affects all 
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which reſults from the ſpirit of his reſurrection, 
the one power of true liberty and 0 
tion. 

Conſequently then, chis his regenerating re- 
furieRtive virtue muſt operate on the whole 
world, with all that live upon it. 
And ſince the man Jeſus, whoſe ſpiritual 
ſenſations were delicate, incomparably beyond 
ours, muſt have longed for the beginning ef- 
ficacy of his regenerating virtue, not leſs ear- 
neſtly, nor with leſs travail, than do his crea- 
tures, ſee Luke xii. 49, 50. a propoſal to 
ſurrender this world immediately into his hands, 
might ſurely have been ſo contrived by the 
ſubtlety of Satan, as to have nothing in it evident- 
ly repugnant to our Lords s human ſentiments, 


either 


n Or 


. creatures, whether corporeal, or, if ſuch there be, 

incorporeal. 
g thly. That this the earneſt expettetion of the 
creatures for deliverance continues (ayp Ts wv) 
to this very time. That it continues at this very 
time, appears, 1ſt. becauſe the creatures do now 
groan and grieve : 2dly. becauſe they are now ſlaves _ 
to vanity, or exert themſelves in fruitleſs efforts: 
3dly. becauſe they ſuffer corruption or mortality, 
and therefore, 4thly. the free gift of God (being 
at leaſt as comprehenſive as the curſe, ſee Rom. v. 
I5—19.) ſhall be found in them all, in their ſecond 
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either of himſelf, or of - his mediatorial of- 


1H” 
We have to ſuppoſe, that a bowing down of 


| the body to the ground before perſonages of a 


venerable appearance (however cenſurable ſuch 


an expreſſion of homage might be in itſelf) was 


not looked upon as any crime among the Jews, 
being in practice with the beſt of men, namely, 
Abraham, Jacob, David, Nathan, &c. and 


ſuffered, with approbation, by the . beſt: ſo 


Elijah accepts this obeiſance from Obadiah, Da- 
niel from Nebuchadnezzar, and David from 


the congregation, while in the actual worſhip 


of Jehovah. 1 Chron. xxix. 20. 


"ART. V. Szcr. 
 Tnferences from the three things premiſed. 


Theſe three things being obſerved, the pre- 


tended abſurdity of the third temptation va- 
niſhes. N | 


For we are to conſider that ſubtle enemy, 


Satan, as concerning himſelf with a man, who 
he ſaw had no greater degree of wiſdom than 
his humanity gave him. A man however en- 
dowed with ſo many extraordinary virtues, and 
poſſeſſed with a notion of his being the deſtined 
king of the world, jo confidently, as to afford 


ſtrong ſuſpicions that he might be that very 


| perſon whom the prophecies had their eyes up- 
Dz' ms. 


rr e - 
= F — 


— — rn. 


oh 
Id 
j: 
g 
TA 
4% 
208 
py 
gt 
* 


AR r. V. [ 2 20 | 
on,; eſpecially as there was obſerved in him, to- 
gether with an unreprovable piety and holineſs, 
a wonderful, prevailing love of the whole 
world. 

Now to effect his purpoſes in ſuch a a man, 
we ſuppoſe nothing more ſtrange than that Sa- 
tan, who knew how to transform himſelf into 

an angel of light, (2 Cor. xi. 13, 14, 15.) ap- 
peared to him in the moſt venerable and dig- 
nified characters he was able to aſſume; that he 
addreſſed him as ſome high and heavenly do- 
minion, courting his converſation, and enter- 
taining him with an account of the power and 
majeſty intended him, and of the future glo- 
rious condition of the kingdoms of this earth, 
when hereafter they ſhould be put under the 
conduct of his renovating ſpirit, when the 
ſhould become the kingdoms of * Je- 
ſus. 

During this converſation we may ſuppoſe 
that Satan artfully contrived to lead him up the 
high mountain, in whoſe neighbourhood he 
was; that there he found ſome plea to ſhew | 
him, in manner as we ſhall by and by obſerve, 
theſe ſeveral kingdoms ſucceſſively, in circum- 
ſtances which he thought moſt likely to yield 
him pleaſure and win his approbation : and 
| perceiving that he had prevailed thus far undif- 
covered, he watched for an opportunity to in- 
troduce appoſitely his grand propoſal ; which 
was, that if the Lord pleaſed, he might poſ- 
ſeſs himſelf of theſe kingdoms forthwith, and 
become their immediate ſovereign ; ; for, ſays 

Satan, 
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Satan, * They are ſo relinquiſhed to me that 
© I candiſpoſe of them to whom I will, (a) and 
© this I am ready to do directly to yourſelf; if 

EO „ only 


„C I.E 
(a) The ſuperintendency of angels over the works 
of the creation, and their different departments of 
power thro? the realms of the univerſe, is too well 
known to be controverted. The memorable ac- 
count hereof, which we read in Dan. x. may how- 
ever be conveniently recited on the preſent occaſion, 
Then ſaid he (the angel) unto me, fear not, Daniel; 
for from the firſt day that thou didſt jet thy heart to un- 
derſtand and to chaſten thyſelf before thy God; thy words 
{that is, prayer with thy God) were heard, and I 
am come for thy words; (indeed I had come ſo ſoon 
as thy prayer was offered, viz. at the beginning of 
thy three weeks humiliation) but the prince of the 
kingdom of Perſia withſtood me (that is, the angel pre- 
ſiding, by commiſſion of God over the affairs of Per- 
ſia, prevented my coming to thee, by urging ſeve- 
ral conſiderations why thy prayers ſhould not be 
then anſwered, or I ſent to thee} twenty-one days: 
but lo, Michael, one of the chief of the princes came to 
help me (after the twenty-one days, arguing for my 
coming to thee, and this arguing of the matter is 
the reaſon that I came not ſooner out of the courts of | 
heaven) for J remained there with the kings (or ce- ny 
leſtial ſatrapas) of Perſia. Now: (the matter being it 
determined in the court of heaven in thy favour) 7 
am come, &c.— (v. 20.) and now will J return to 
withſtand the prince of Perſia (in his plea againſt the 
finiſhing of the temple) for (I am the more likely 
to ſucceed againſt the ſaid prince of Perla, becauſe) 
when 1 was coming forth (of the court of heaven to 
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only you will accept them of me as a fiel, 
beneficium, or ſatrapy, and accordingly ex- 


preſs your acknowledgement thereof in ſuch 
© a manner 


Va + 
* .V — is} a * 


N-O T5 

thee) lo, the prince of Greece (that is, the celeſtial "S 
trapa, or principal angel, to whoſe. providence is 
committed the welfare of Greece) came (into court, 
to oppole the pleas of the prince of Perſia, fo far 
forth as they are inconſiſtent with the welfare of 
Greece, concerning which) moreover I will fhew thee 
that which is noted in (the records of the heavenly 
court, fitly called) zhe ſcripture of truth, &c. 

© Now if it be true that angels preſide, by commiſ- 
fion from God, as kings over people and countries, 
(for which reaſon they are alſo entitled in ſcripture 
by the different names of thrones, dominions, au- 
thorities, principalities, powers, Sc.) where is 
the abſurdity in ſuppoſing that Chriſt converſed with 
Satan as the (principality, or) prince of this world, 
who had the diſpoſal of its empire? Satan knew 
that our Lord muſt have learnt from the above- 
mentioned paſſages, and other parts of ſcripture, 
that angels had their precedence over (ſee Inquiry, 
page 7.) © The kingdoms of men,” conferred upon 
them by the moſt high, who giveth of his kingdoms 
and worlds to whomſoever be will.” He knew alſo 
that the Lord's delight is with the children of men : he 
therefore hoped that the offer which he had to make 
to him, would be his very wiſh ; and that he might 
thereby deceive him, who was without guile him- 

ſelf (and probably at the beginning of his miniſtry 
not well acquainted with the guile of others) into a 


* 


e policy as he is of goodneſs.” 


[- $34. Tm. 
2 manner as ſhall be my vindication before 
our ſupreme court of heaven, and juſtify my 
ſurrender of them in the book of it's recards, 
as a thing done at your inſtance and importu- 


nity. (6) 
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kind of homage which, in his ſubtlety, he conceived 
how to make an ill uſe of. | 
The father of lies, we ſuppoſe, believed that his 


perſon and character were concealed in the beauty, | 


magnificence, and ſplendor of his appearance, which, 


as the prince of. this world (Feby xii. 31.) not as 
yet ſpoiled of his honours (Mat. xii. 29. Luke x. 
18. Xi. 20, 21, 22. John wi. : ih 163 


we doubt not but he was then adorned with ; and 


we have a right to make any reaſonable ſuppoſition 


which may clear up difficulties ; and this certainly 
does ſo ; for had Satan been then known to our 


| Lord, his offer would indeed have been, what Mr. 
Farmer calls it (p. 7 and 8.) “ an inſult rather than 


** a temptation ; ſubverſive of its main intention; with- 
% out the leaſt art or addreſs, and ſuppoſing him (the 
de moſt crafty of all the creation) as perfely void of 

(2) Our Lord muſt have known that no good 
angel would endure the thought of having any thing 
recorded concerning him in the courts of heaven 
unbecoming his love of holineſs and truth; 


and Satan, doubtleſs, in the management of 


this temptation, had regard to this our Lord's 


Tas. and to his favourable acceptance of 
mm. | Oo | 
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The manner I mean is no other than uſual 
on theſe occations among the moſt holy men; 
namely, as Abraham bowed himſelf before 
Ephron the Hittite ; as Jacob before his bro- 
ther Eſau; as Moſes to Jethro, his father-in- 
law ; as David to Saul and Jonathan; as _ 
than to David; as Obadiah to Elijah; 
Nebuchadnezzar to Daniel. Whereupon "a 


K A 


A 2a A 


Lord perceived the cheat, and immediately the 
Holy Ghoſt ſignified to him that his companion 


was even Satan himſelf, (2 Cor. xi. 14.) tranſ- 


formed inio an angel of light ; and ſeeking to 


deceive him by fair appearances and lying ma- 
chinations. 

Satan therefore being detected and rebtdkeed; 
left our Lord again to ſhift for himſelf ; and 
of our Lord it is obſervable, that an extraor- 
dinary warineſs of his enemies devices attend- 
ed him ever afterwards, See John vi. 15. 
__ xXxxii. 10—22. Luke iv. 41. Mal. xvi. 
4. John vi. 30, 31. Jobmn viii, 49. 
Mat. xvi. 21 24. Mat. x. 16. 

If it be objected that theſe accounts are not 


mentioned by any of the evangeliſts : I anſwer, 


that the ſacred writers are no where careful to 
enumerate all the particulars of any of their nar- 
ratives : it being their purpoſe not to gratify 
men's curiolity, much leſs to give them a re- 
gular hiſtorical detail and ſeries of tranſactions ; . 
but only to publiſh certain choice facts, by 
means of which the ſpirit of God might teach 
his people what is expedient for them to know 


concerning Jehovah, their original and natural 


Lord, and might alſo comfort them with ex- 
n, 


[i x1 ĩᷣͤ 
pectations of the glorious things treaſured up and 


involved for them in the boundleſs tracts of the 
æonian periods: therefore even in the preſent 
inſtance Luke mentions nothing at all of the 


angels coming and miniſtring to Chriſt; which 


yet t they probably did at three diſtinct times, that 
is, after every one of the AT here recor- 


ded of our Lord. 
If it be farther objected to the above account 


of this temptation, from 1 Cor. ii. 11. The 


things of God knoweth no one, (oudus) but the 
ſpirit of God; and that (as the evil ſpirits are 
void of the ſpirit of God, and every where de- 
ſcribed as in darkneſs and ignorance) we cannot 


readily ſuppoſe in Satan ſuch a knowledge of 


the Lord's future kingdom, as that he ſhould 
be able to repreſent it to him in ſo * and pro- 
per lights as to deceive him. 

To this I anſwer, that it is certain the devils 


are converſant in, and knowing of the ſcrip- 


tures; and yet, notwithſtanding their being in 


darkneſki and utterly deſtitute of gracious light, 


we find them able however to make great diſ- 
coveries out of the letter of it. Say the evil 
ſpirits to our Lord, Mat. ii. 29. Feſus, thou ſor 
of God, art tote come to torment us before the 
time? 

They muſt Webers have learnt that there 
was a torment appointed for them, and that 
the time of it was not yet come; and ſince the 


goſpel, when they delivered theſe words, was 


not as yet publiſhed, they muſt have learnt 


this without any help Gow its light, that is, 
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merely out of the paſſages of the old teſtar 1 
ment. 


Perhaps you will reply that they maſt then 
have beef more able textuaries than ſome of 
our modern divines, who cannot, even to this 
day, find any thing of a future life revealed 1 in 
the writings of the old teſtament. | 

To this I anſwer, It may be ſo; yet that 
whether they read the ſcriptures with greater 
ſagacity than ſuch modern divines, or whether 
their faith in, and deference to the ſcripture 
authority, might have been greater, or whether 
their blindneſs to the things of God might have 
been leſs than that of ſuch modern divines, BY 
determine not ; but thus I argue : 

If their knowledge of the ſcriptures may ex- 
ceed many. of our Chriſtian teachers know- 
ledge of it, why may not their knowledge of 
it have exceeded alſo that of many Jewiſh doc- 
tors? But all the Jewiſh doctors knew that the 
Meſſiah would have a temporal and moſt glorious 
kingdom upon our carth : wherefore to ſuppoſe 


that Satan alſo knew this, is no unreaſonable 
preſumption. 


ARTICLE 
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"ARTICLE Wi 


15 Page Is, 16, I7, 18. All theſe objects the . 


« devil ſhewed tu Chriſt at one view, and in a 
4e Vngle inſtant of time; e Tryun xeowvs, a point 


„, time wherein we can conceive no ſucceſ- 


fan, or which takes up the time of only one 
e idea in the mind. ET 


R. Farmer cannot prove that ev Trypy oy 
denotes in a fingle inſtant of time, or ſo 


minute a part of duration as takes up the time of 
ce only one idea in the mind. ES 


Tho' this expreſſion be no where uſed in the 
Greek bible but in this place only, yet by the 


| Syriac teſtament (which learned men have va- 


| lued equally as the Greek) (a) we find that this 


OS Criticiſm 


SF: IT ñðͤ ß 12 WP, 


| NN OT BE 
(a) The Syriac bible has been eſteemed by many 


| able judges of equal credit and authenticity with 


the Greek; and altho* the objections urged againſt 
it (from certain words found in its new teſtament, 
ſpelt differently from the Greek) have filenced its 
advocates of late years; this cloud, I truſt, will in 
time blow over, and its value become again cen- 
ſpicuous: for as theſe objections, I doubt not, may 
all be anſwered ſatisfactorily, the pretended Jeru- 
ſalem dialect of the Syriac tongue will appear to be a 
miltake;andits ſo called Antiochene dialect, wherein our 
Syriac verſion is written, will prove to be the ve 


language which our Lord and his apoſtles uſed: and 


f 


Akr. VI. 2 123) 


criticiſm is without foundation: 3 in the Syriac 
we read 0.3) J in a ſhort time. This 
expreſſion we alſo read Acts v. 34. Gamaliel 
ordered the apoſtles to go out (þ4pa>) >). 
a ſhort time. Now ſhould we render, & dna 
Zoura, jo minute a part of duration as would take 
up the time of only one idea in the mind ; how 
can we underſtand this expreſſion as applied to 
the time of the apoſtle's retiring from the coun- 
cil, while Gamaliel ſhould declare his advice 


concer rang 


O 4 

theſe points being evinced, our Syriac bible will 
manifeſt the ſtrongeſt probabilities of its having been 
extant in the apoltle? s time, and by them diſperſed 
thro* Paleſtina, Phœnicia, Aſſyria, Idumea, Meſo- 
potomia, Chaldæa, Parthia, Media, Bythiaia, Bac- 
tria, India, Cyprus, and, in ſhort, over all Aſia, 
whoſe boundleſs tracts incomparably exceeded the 
Grecian nations, as in bulk, ſo in papularity, and 
the numbers of Chriſtian converts. 

Indeed, in the apoſtle's days, the inhebitancs of 
theſe countries were by far the greater part of, man- 
kind; and as one of the greateſt cities then in being 
was Antioch, the capital of Syria, and whoſe trade 
ſpread ſelf throughout the world (as Ammianus 
Marcellinus tells us, ** Hanc, inquit, nobilitat An- 
tiochia, mundo cognita civitas, cui mon certaverat 
alia adveciitiis ita fluere copiis, et internis.”) Its lan- 
guage, waich was Syriac, became generaliy known | 
all over the Eaſtern world. | 

The writers of the church of Rome tel you, that 
Antioch is the place where St. Peter had his firſt 
ſee ; that he continued there ſeven Years 3 that be 


4 29 9 5 5 ART. VI. 


concerning them, ſince ban within the com- 
paſs of that time, we find contained a great ma- 
ny ideas, and a great many words ? beſides the 
time required for removing the priſoners out of 
and into the FO: In ſhort, tho' we may 


Lupe 
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was s ſucceeded | in his epiſcopacy by Evodius, Ignatius, 
C. an opinion which agrees ſo well with ſeveral 
paſſages in Euſebius, that ſome have argued from 
hence, that as the' Syriac bible could nor - have been 
unknown to, or neglected by St. Peter, during his 
reſidence in Antioch, he muſt have reviſed ät, and 
given accurate copies of it to the church: 
but as I cannot think that Peter would venture to 
alter a received tranſlation of the old teſtament, 
(whatever he might have done to the new) I would 
gladly find ſome "other way to account for its being 
univerſally received throughout all the eaſt for many 
ages, as among the molt genuine copies of the ſerip- 
tures; for that its reputation never abated, or was 
eclipſed by the Greek, ſeems clear from our finding 
it mentioned honourably by the Greek writers of 
every age, who knew only its reputation, being 
unſkilled in the language; viz. by Juſtin Martyr 
in the. ſecond age, Ambroſe in — third, Chryſo- 
ſtom in the fourth, Theodoret in the fifth, Proco- 
Pius in the ſixth, with many others; till, being 
overwhelmed and oppreſſed by the Mahometans, 
the Chriſtians of thoſe countries decayed gradually, 
ſubjecting themſelves, from time to time, for pro- 
tection, to the Greek church; and the remnant, 
about 200 years ſince, (during the pontificate of 
9 XIII. ) to the lee of Rome; ; Whoſe Greek 
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ſuppoſe that the typical objects which Satan ex- : 


cited before our Lord's eyes, were ready in an 


inſtant, yet how long each claſs of 3 might 
continue in our Lord's view is not written. 


——v—ͤoœBMV U2—̃ —EV2 
ARTICLE VIL 


95 * 15. Imperial robes, crowns, thrones, 
&« palaces, courts, guards, armies, exhibited 
% in @ manner proper to ſtrike the * 


“tion, and fire the paſſions, &c. 


S this likely ? The inſtances of glory here 
mentioned are as ill calculated to ftrike the 
imagination, or fire the paſſions of our Lord, 
as a ſight of woollen rags, old ruſty hats, tri- 
pod ſtools, Indian huts, or a den of thieves, 


cut-throats, or deformed ſpirits. 


Milton has ingenioully introduced Michael 
foretelling the blindneſs of the human mind, in 


: the following lines. 


For 


N r ELEM 
teſtament however many of them (as the Maronites, 
Neſtorians, Jacobites, Sc.) to this day reject, 


* 


preferring their Syriac as of the greateſt authority 


and antiquity. See Walton's Prolegomenon XIII. 
Baronius, Spanheim's Epitome, Poſſevin's Appa- 
ratus ſacer, Widmanſtadii Dedicatio ad Ferdinan- 
dum Rom. Imperatorem, Sc. | 


In) aw 


For in thoſe days Micur only ſhall be admired; 
And valour and heroic virtue called? 
To overcome in battle, and ſubdue 
Nations, and bring home ſpoils, with infinite 
Manſlaughter, ſhall be held the higheſt pitch 
Of human glory; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be ſtyled great conquerors, - 
Patrons of mankind, Gods, and ſons of Gods; 
Deſtroyers rightlier called, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame ſhall be atchieved ; renown on 
Earth ; 5 | CE 
And what moſts merits fame in ſilence hid. 
PARADISE LosT, Book XI. 


The pomp and ſhow mankind is elated with 
in the preſent age, or æon, is their ſhame, and 
not their glory ; and thoſe mock-beauties which 
attend the rich and powerful, are fo far from a- 
dorning them, that they prove only ſo many ſname- 
ful evidences of their having loſt that ſhekinah 
which ſhould have been their ſplendor, and will 
again attend the members of the millenium. 

I 0o judge of this ſituation of our Lord, as a 
contrivance worthy the ſubtlety of its author, 

ſome greater light may be needful, into the po- 
licy, purpoſes, plans, projects, and even ne- 
ceſſities of Satan, than probably we ſhall ever 
have on our ſide the grave. Nevertheleſs we 
may be well aſſured that, in all his enterprizes, 
he has ſome hopeful point in view to avail him- 
{elf of; and that it has not eſcaped the wiſdom 
of this artful potentate, 'what Salluſt has ob- 
| „ ſerved, 
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ſerved, viz. Fruſira autem niti, negus aliud; 


Je fati OTH niſi peanam garen, extreme de- 
mentiæ et. | 


| EHOHELESSTUEETTERESTSSSSHELRAKSER ESE 


ARTICLE vr, 


* Page 16. Magnificent proftetts,. &c.— 
« The allowing a miraculous power to the 


e devil deſiroys the erat and uſe of miracies, 
cc &c.“ ö . ; 


TH AT the devil is able to work hing won- _ 
ders, or deceptive miracles, is beyond 

doubt; ſee Exod. vii. 8. to the end; viii. 1.— 

19 2 22 ii. 9. Rev. xiii. 13, 14. but that 


his power to repreſent the kingdoms of the 


earth to our Lord's view in their promiſed glory, 
was extraordinaty, or a power not common 
to him with all other angelic natures, we 
cannot grant. 

The ſenſation which we call vilion, is in the 
ſoul, and not in the body. When this ſenſation 
is effected by rays of light emitted thro' the 
eye upon the optic nerve, it is called ocular vi- 
ſion : but a ſoul may be affected with this ſen- 
ſation without the rays of the ſun as means 


thereto; otherwiſe, where the ſun is not, ange- 
lic natures could not be viſible to each other, 


which is abſurd to think. 
We rather believe that angels can, at will, 
both appear and cauſe to appear: they can ap- 


| pee by a light emitted from their own perſons; | 


my 


331) N. IK 


they can cauſe to appear by u theſe own 
| Lg agen other objects; 112 


„ falſhood can 1 
Touch of celeſtial temper, but returns 
Of force t to its own likeneſs —— 

| 5 PARADISE Losr. 


Moreover, beſides t theſe two powers, they 

can alſo repreſent abſent things; perhaps, by 
compacting and modifying their own light an 
emanations into what images they pleaſe : _ 
in all theſe caſes the ſenſations excited are, in as 
ſtrict propriety, to be called viſions as any 
which we enjoy by means of the ſun's 


light. 
ance 


ARTICLE IX. 


ce Page 17. E is a Poll greater jet on, thaÞ 
e t aſcribes to the devil the performance of 
things not only preternatural, but abſurd 
© end. mpoſſible ; 3 ſuch we muſt reckon his ſhew= 
ce ing Chriſt all the kingdoms, &c. 


THE Revelation or diſcovery of things by 
© viſion is of two ſorts: Firſt, by a ſight of 
: wy very objects themſelves, which always be- 
ſpeaks thoſe objects preſent : Secondly, by a 
lehr of the types or repreſentative figures of 
real objects, which, in ſcripture language, 
R uſually 


3 


AE 1340 


| uſually beſpeaks the abſence, or futurity, of the 
things repreſented. : 
By the firſt of theſe ways of ſeeing, $t. Ste- 
phen beheld (AFs vil.) the heavens opened, 
and the man Jeſs ſtanding at the right hand 
of Jehovah Adni, as Jſalab (ch. vi.) Daniel 
(eceb. x.) and others had likewiſe ſeen him, be- 
fore his relation to the fleſh, in the ſplendor of 
divine majeſty. | 

In theſe and many other 1 the angel : 
Jehovah, or viſible God, was as really ſeen 
in heaven, as men, or angels, are ſeen one 
of another, by means of their perſonal preſence. 

| Secondly, by the ſecond fort of viſions, name- 
1y, the typical or figurative manifeſtation, we 
underſtand the repreſenting of objects not 
preſent, whether future, or otherwiſe, | by 
their types. £0 

Of this ſecond ſort is ; the viſion of Ezekiel, 
related in cb. viii. 7—18. and a great part of the 
viſions of the Apocalypſe, and of Daniel; ſuch 
are (ſee Rev. ix.) the ſtars falling from heaven, 
at the ſound of the fifth angel; the opening of 
the bottomleſs pit, and locuſts thence iffuing : 
as alſo (cb. xin.) the beaſt riſing out of the 
ſea, having feven heads and ten horns ; and 
the dragon giving ſuch. po „ r to the beaſt, as 
that all the world (excepting tHoſe whoſe names 
were written in the book of life) worſhipped 
him. Of this ſort alſo was the appearance of 
Ananias to St. Paul, during his blindneſs, as 
related Acls ix. 12, &c. And the Lord ſaid unto 
Ananias, ariſe, ond 80 into the ſtreet _— - 

calle 


„ 


. > — Ov — ww W we gyu_s Io OE Ty 


61 \ ark 
called Streight; and enquire in the houſe of Judas 


for one Saul of Tarſus ; far, behold, be prayeth, 


and hath ſeen, in a viſion, a man named Ana- 
nias (that is, thy type, or figurative repreſenta- 


tion, for thou waſt repreſented to Saul in type 


as) coming in and laying band on bim, e 4. | 


might receive his ſight. 


The images of realities here ſeen are all 


types repreſenting! their objects not preſent, 


yet giving a juſt picture of them, whether ab- 
m that is, things that were, or future, that 
s, things that were to be. : 
| Now of this latter ſort Glens to have been. 


our Lord's viſion on the mountain; from that 


eminence, affording a ſpacious plain at the bot- 


tom, were repreſented to our Lord's eyes ſuch a 


ſcenery of worldly contingencies as Satan ima- 


gined might beſt ſuit ſo to amuſe our Lord's 


innate love of God and man, as that he might 
find ſome opportunity to avail himſelf of cer- 
tain deſires and fears, which he intended them 


_ to excite in him. 


And poſſibly the glories of the milleniary 
kingdoms of this world might have been de- 
ſigned in theſe exhibitions, ſomething like what 
we find in Ja. Ix. Jehovah ſhall riſe upon thee, 
(Zion) bis glery ſhall be upon thee ; ; the Gentiles 
/hall walk in thy light, and kings in the bright-. 
neſs of thy riſing. Thy beart ſhall be enlarged 
when the abundance of the ſea ſhall be turned to- 
wards thee ; and the force of the Gentiles ſhall 
come unto thee. The ſhips of Tarſhiſh ſhall bring 
thy ſons from far their ſilver and their gold with 
hen: flrangers ſhall build thy walls, and kings 
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ART. X. [391] 


ſhall miniſter to thee.” Moreover, thy gates 
ſhall be open continually ; they ſhall not be ſhut 
day nor night ; that to thee —— be brought the 
force of the Gentiles, and their Rings to attend 
them; for the nation and kingdom that will not 
erde thee ſhall periſb; yea, nations ſhall be ut- 
terly waſted—— The ſons alſo of them that. af. 

ieted thee, fall come bending unto "thee ; all 
they that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow themſelves down 
at the ſoles of thy feet; and they ſhall call thee 
the city of Jebovab; the Zion, the holy one of 
Tjrael ; #4 (J. xi. q.) the earth ſhall be full of 
the bnowledge of Jebovab, as the waters cover the 


ſea, 
COSORSS64089269900$960500909% 6690 
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et See Page 21, 22, 23» * Ee 


TH E he's diſtinguiſhing between Hacke 

and Action, viſions and real ſcenes, facts 
and vifions, &c. as things oppoſite, is unwar- 
rantable; ſince the reality of the ſcene is the 
ſame, Whether that ſeene be ſeen by, or with- 
out the optic nerve. What the ſoul fees with- 
out the bodily eye, it ſecs as really as what it 
ſees by the bodily eye; ſo that what Chriſt | 
ſaw upon the obne, whether by the eye 
of his body, or the eye of his ſoul, were as 
much the objects of his viſionary faculties as 
any of hang NN ay keen EY him, as we ſay 
| ee 


the body: 


_ ocularly. Thoſs W alſo were repreſented 
to him, not in; a trance, or ſtate; of abſence from 

— in 4 dream, or while aſleep ; j 
but in a viſion, or while awake, and in the 
free exerciſe of all, both 15 mental and bodily 
powers. | | 


PI Eiter h egen 
ARTICLE Xl. 


« Page 28. All Bal” IRE aſſert that in a viſion 


tc the ſenſes are bound up, and the exerciſe of 
* the bodily organs 1s Juſpendea, &," 


F all authors aſſert that! in all viſions the ſen- 
- ſes are bound up, and the exerciſe of the 
bodily organs is ſuſpended, we will not believe 
all authors; for we cannot believe that this 
was the caſe with Stephen, or Paul, or the 
Virgin Mary, or the ſhepherds, or Zacharias, 
or Ananias, or Mary Magdalene, &c. 
Alſo our Lord tells his apoſtles, Luke x. 18. 
T ſaw Satan like lightning fall from heaven, &c. 
But can we think otherwiſe than that the apoſ- 
tles underſtood theſe his words as ſaying, that- 


with his bodily eyes he beheld the monarch of | 


the evil angels falling from the throne of his 
power in the heavens? This ſeems to have hap- 
pened before our Lord's death, and in order to 
the preparing of a new Chriſtian paradiſe in the 
regions from whence Satan fell; and why may 
not we underſtand thele words as the apoſtles 

did? 


Arr. Xl. 38 J 


did? and where are we particularly taught that 
our Lord was incapable of ſeeing, angels? or 
that his ſenſes were bound up during this viſion? 

or that ſuch his vifion was © not à real ſcene, 
« was no matter of fact, but a viſion, perfor- 
de med only upon the ſtage of fancy. (a) 
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(a) The uſual prepoſterous interpretation of the 
word, viſion, ariſes from the abuſe of the Greek 
word ex5a01;, which the Engliſh have aſſumed into 
their language, as a ſubſtitute for their term, 
TRANCE: a trance, fay they, that is, an exſtaſy, 
and an exſtaſy, that is, a viſion. But this is all 
„ R ů %%% > 

The Hebrew word MINN zþme, which the. Greeks 
tranſlate by the word exaos, imports nothing more 
than a beholding, or fixing one's eyes upon a thing 
with wonder and ſurprize. | 1 

It ſuppoſes only the appearance of ſome object 
which, for its being rare and unexpected, excites our 


admiration. _ 
Thus we read of Jofeph's brethren in Gen. xliii. 
32. that they (MRI) marvelled one at another, viz. 
that they ſhould be ſo kindly treated, and ſo orderly 
placed at table by him, who had ſo lately uſed them 
roughly. Again ſays the pſalmiſt, (Pſ. xlviii. 6.) 
The kings (v12. aſſembled with their armies againſt 
Jeruſalem) paſſed by together (viz. thro' Judea, with- 
out hurting its inhabitants} zhey ſaw it (WAN) 
they marvelled, they were troubled, they haſtened 
away. | | NSD 


199) AKI. 


This talk, for ſhrewdnefs, is not unlike that 
of one of our Engliſh writers on 1 Cor. xv. 52. 


who inſiſts upon it that the trumpet, which 
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And thus the ſame word (Oel) ime (from 
whence alſo the Greek word JavuaCo miror, is de- 
rived) is again uſed in the Syriac language : fo 
Mark i. 22. xi. 18. The people (l) 
were aſtoniſhed at his doftrine (ck. xii. 17.) The Hero- 
dians (l.) marvelled at our Lord's reply; 
(ch. xv. 44.) Pilate (L) marvelled that be was 
already dead. ei 5 

And the Greek word &:5ao:; has nearly the ſame 
force as the Hebrew word (OL) tbme; fo (As 
Ii. 10.) All the people ſeeing the lame man walk and 
praiſing God, were filled with wonder (x21 tnq actos) 
and aſtoniſhment, (Luke iv. 36.) and wonder ſeized 
them every one (AL rey Lolo) that 
ſaw our Lord caſt out the devil, confeſſing him to 
be the holy one of God. (ch. v. 9.) and wonder 
ſeized him, (Peter) and all that were with him 
(co0>ame Joo) Ora ay FOwol 
o)) becauſe of the draught of fiſhes which 
he had made. So (v. 26.) And wonder ſeized 
them all (Gr. x exqacos abt) andrTas) Hr. 
S 0 ko) when they beheld the 
paralytic man cured and carrying off his bet. 
So that to expound the words DAN or exoacs, 
as importing a ſuſpenſion of the due exerciſe of our 
mental faculties, is as arbitrary and unreaſonable 
- to expound it by the term, ſwoon, or fainting 
c. 1 | | | | 


— 


Ache laßt . is to adi «us dead, will not be 


a real, but a ſpiritual trumpet ; and that its 
found will be no real, but a ſpiritual found : 
-and he alledges as his reaſon, becauſe a real 


ſound cannot be made with a real trumpet, ſo 


loud as to reach round the whole world at 


once. According to him therefore, we are to 
believe that an anreal ſound, from an unreal 


trumpet, may be heard much farther than a 
real ſound from a real trumpet. 


In like manner, according to Mr. Farmer, 


to reſiſt a real temptation, propoſed by a real 
tempter, has not ſo much merit in it as to reſiſt 


an unreal temptation, propoſed by an unreal 
tempter, notwithſtanding the one reſiſtance be 
a matter of fads, the other reſiſtance N 


med only upon the frage 7 fancy. 
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ARTICLE XII, 


0 * Page 32. Then Was Jeſus led up o, the uri 


« iuto the wilderneſs. dt is generally fuppoſed 
* that theſe words aſſert that be now went 


into the wilderneſs in perſon, under a divine 
« guidance; and that he is ſaid to be led 
hither, as the wilderneſs might lie high in 
& compariſon with the banks of Jordan, was 
it capable of proof that the banks of Jordan 
e in that place, where Chriſt had been bapti- 
zed, were lower than the adjacent wilderneſs, 
E this would not account for the expreſſion,; 
© becauſe 


8 
— 


1441 AR r. XII. 

18 becauſe he was returning to Galilee, and 
t& conſequently had quitted the place where be 
« had been baptized, before it is faid that he 

e das led up into the wilderneſs ; the expreſſion 

c therefore could ſcarce be referred to the ſup- 

ce poſed height of the wilderneſs in that par- 

&« ticular place above the banks of Jordan. 


W HAT end could Mr. Farmer propoſe to 

Y himſelf in making this remark ? he muſt 

know that the ſcripture ſays not that Chriſt was 
led up of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs ; but 
only that 0 Ines amy9n eis Ty epyuor 5 and the 
term aq may as well be rendered, was led 
back again, or was led apart by himſelf, as that 

| he was led up into the wilderneſs. 

| Now which ever we chuſe of theſe two 

_ renderings, which he has not choſen, all argu- 
ments drawn againſt the literal truth of our 
Lord's temptations from the word arxIn (a) 
will be thereby defeated at once, e 
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NOTE C 
; 8 a) That amm3y cannot mean in this place, he 
was carried, ſhall be ſhewn by and by, when we 


come to remark upon page 39. of Mr. Farmer's 
treatiſe, | | 1 5 
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* Page 33. 
 & that Chriſt was at this time led u 
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[42] 
ARTICLE XIII. 


There could be no propriety in > ping 
into the 
wilderneſs, inaſmuch as he was there already. 


It was in the wilderneſs that Fohn exerciſed 


his miniſtry, and baptized our Saviour: 
nor did our Saviour quit the wilderneſs, in 


the interval between bis baptiſm and -his 
temptation ; for it appears, by comparing 
the ſeveral evangeliſts together, that tho 
Chrift had left the banks of Jordan, he was 
returning to Galilee thro' the wilderneſs at 
the very time he is ſaid to have been led into 


it, Now does it not ſound harſh, to ſpeak 
of any one as going or being led to a . 


Where be already is?“ 
o all this telt I anſwer, that Chriſt, 


being baptized of John in the wilder- 


6 oY may be ſuppoſed to be about to return | 
from thence; and that he had his tendency dif- 


ferently directed by the ſpirit of God, which 


led him farther into the wilderneſs, apart by 


himſelf, to be there tempted of the devil. 
But Mr. Farmer, it ſeems, diſlikes this con- 


ſtruction, and tells us, 


0 


that (p. 33.) „Inter- 


preters, with a vie to ſolve We difficulty, 
affr 


rm that Chrift was now led farther into the 


wilgerneſs, and into ſome more herrid part of 
it: yet fince it is not ſo much as pretended that 
2 _ text itſelf (by the text itſelf J ſuppoſe 


Former muſt mean the fingle term 


a contains any ſuch intimation, this 


« muſt 


. <Y *, Do ©” 


TG 
* 


W 


G 


. 
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© muſt be confidered as a conjecture entirely 
&« groundleſs; by which the fact is confeſſed, that 


0 Chrift WAS actualy i in the wilderneſs at the very 


« time when he is ſaid to be led intoit. J bis being 


allowed, it may very naturally be concluded, 


« that the evangeliſt cannot be here ſpeaking of 
« Chriſt being led literally and corporeally into 


„ the wilderneſs, but of his being conducted thi- 


** ther in ſome different ſenſe and manner. | 

Altho' this arguing be groundleſs, yet as it 
affects not our point, we will let it paſs, and 
accordingly recommend the firſt rendering of 


the term avySIn, vis. Then was Feſus led back 


again by the ſpirit into the wilderneſs : ſo the 
ſenſe will be as follows, Jeſus, being baptized 
of John in the wilderneſs, returned into Gali- 
lee; but before he was returned far out of the 


wilderneſs, avyyfy, he was led back again into 
the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the devil :” 


and by this rendering of the Greek, all Mr. 
Farmer's objections, drawn from this paſſage, : 


are anſwered, 


W 
AKT I CLE XIV. 


«© Page 37. This ſeene i 15 deſcribed i in words which 
literally import a local tranſlation, a 


| W E believe that Ezekiel in his viſions, whe- | 


ther in a trance or otherwiſe, enjoyed the 
full exerciſe of his natural underſtanding and 
G = judgment; 
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judgment ; that the tranſactions which he ſaw 
by the eyes of his inner man, were to him as 
anconteſtible evidences of their reality, as if he 
had ſeen thoſe tranſactions by means of his bo- 
dily organs: indeed the expreſſions of the text 


import thus much ; ſee ch. vill, 8 13. (a) 
Neither 


—— 


OS 


N G T E S. 


(a) The text tells us that Ezekiel was bid 
to penetrate, pierce, or dip into (fee MN in 
Jonas 1 1. 13.) the wall (that is, to ſtoop his head 
into the hole of it): and beholding a door 
there, he then was farther bid to paſs in, (name- 
ly thro' the hole made by the idolaters, to 
diſguiſe a private door they, had on the inſide of the 
ſaid hole) that ſo being entered thro? both hole and 
door, into the company of the ſaid idctarers, the 
prophet. might, in his diſembodied and inviſible 
ſtate, behold (without difturbing them, and by 
the moſt convigive evidence of a broad and open 
diſplay of them) the abominations tranſacted there. 
Now theſe appeals to the teſtimony of ſight, or to 
the atteſtations of the prophet's ſeeing powers as in- 
fallibje, could not be made by God, if there had 
been any thing illuſive or counterfeit in the things 
ſeen, or any defeCtiveneſs or inſulficiency in the 
prophet's faculties of diſcernnent. 

Indeed to ſuppoſe any inſufficiency in the kay $ 
. Faculties of underitanding or judgment, on account 
of his Hul's ſeparation from its earthly tabernacle, 
is not only to invalidate his teſtimony as a witneſs of 
the abominations he ſaw in the temple ; but it is like- 
wiſe. to ſuppoſe our material fabric neceſſary to 
thought ; a figment altogether . to the doc- 
trine of the goſpel. 19 


Fd 
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Neither can we ſee any abſurdity in under- 
ſtanding the words of the prophet literally, When 
he ſays that he (that is, his ſoul) was tranſpor- 
ted to Feruſalem, and there ſaw thoſe tran- 
ſactlons in the very time of their tranſacting, as 

we read ch. viii. and again that he (that is, his 
ſout) was tranſlated into Chaldea, as related 
ch. xi. and again into the land of Iſrael, as re- 
lated ch. xl. in like manner as was alſo St. John's 
ſoul tranſported, Rev. xvii. 3. into the wilder- 
neſs ; and xxi. 10. to an high mountain; and 
as was Philip by the ſame ſpirit caught away 


| bodily from the eunuch to Az0/us, as related 
Acls viii. 39, 40. (6) 


But 


N oO TE 
The prophet certainly ſaw a hole in the wall of 
the chief court of the temple; which hole ſeemed 


to him as the effects of war, till upon a farther 
_ cloſe examination, he diſcovered it to be a contrived 


hole, with a door on the inſide of it, thro' which 
the idolaters went into an apartment in the temple 


_ unobſerved, Ezek. viii, 12. intriguing in obſcurity. 


Being now in this apartment, he likewiſe ſaw that 
theſe idolaters conſiſted of the chief members of the 
Sanhedrim, known to him; for he ſaw them fa- 
crificing to ſome idol, and practiſing myſterious 


tricks before it, by means of hieroglyphical forms 
painted on the walls, as implements of their ſuper- 


ſtitious ceremonies. 


(5) Some perhaps will hardly ſuppoſe that a body 


could live one inſtant without its ſoul : but I fee. 


no reaſon why the bodily conſtitution might not 
continue unimpaired for hours, or whole days, 


mmm 
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But however this be, that the ſoul of our 
Lord was thus tranſlated into the wilderneſs 
to be tempted there, we believe not, becauſe the 
ſcripture expreſſion favours not this opinion 
concerning him ; we only learn that he was 
conducted by the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, and 
therefore believe ſo of him: as likewiſe we be- 
lieve of Ezekiel in the paſſage of ch. xxxvii. 1. 
&c. The hand of the Lord was upon me, and 
led me forth, or cauſed me-to go forth in the 
ſpirit, ( M and cauſed me to flop, or 
reſt Gran) in the midſt of a field full of bones. 
In this chapter we read no word of the pro- 
phet's being carried or tranſported, as in the 
vill. xi. and xlth chapters but only that he 
was 


NDOT ES 


without the ſoul—was not the ſoul of Lazarus ſe- 
parate from his body for many days? and does not 
St. Paul imply a poſſibility of ſuch ſeparation, 
when he aſſures us of himſelf, 2 Cor. xii. that he 
was caught up into paradiſe, nor tis Tapaducoy, 
even to the third heaven, eos rer oo, for as 
to his being caught up, he was certain; his doubt 
only was, whether he was ſo caught up in the body 
(as was Philip, As viii. and EI ah, 1 Kings xviii. 
2 Kings ii.) and as hereafter the living members of 
Chriſt will be, 1 Thefſ. iv. 17. or whether his ſoul 
was caught up out of its body, {@cTrH; Ts cw Ty) 
as was Ezekie/s, and afterwards St. John's: but the 
apoſtle could not ſuppoſe that his foul was caught 
up out of the body, without ſuppoſing that the 
body might continue for a while ſuſceptible of ani- 
mation without (chat is, in a ſtate of leparation | 
from) the loul. = 


0 2 


2 


— 


tn 


Was conducted in the ſpirit into a field, where 
he ſaw the viſion of the dry bones. Ezekiel _ 


was conducted into a field to ſee a viſion there; 


our Lord was conducted into the wilderneſs, 
to be tempted there of the devil, 


i 


SSSEEEEESTEEERSENEETLELESSEHESESELSETEREE 
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« Page 39. 7 hen d Je Is carried up by the 


* ſpirit into the wilderneſs. Thither he ſeem- 
« ed to himfclf to be carried, &c. thither he 
« was tranſported in viſion, under a prophetic 
divine afflatus, &c. _— | 


HESE words are literally rendered as fol- 
lows, che o Incovs avnyIn (a) eis rn egnðrn ö ro 
Tov cru , then was Jeſus led, or conduct- 
ed, into the wilderneſs by the ſpirit. But thar 


ol 


dero Tov re, = , by the ſpirit, or er , 


NOTE © 


(a) So Acts ix. 39. avnſayov, they conducted Pe- 
ter into an upper chamber, Ads xvi. 34. araya- 


Yay Te auTovs, and (the jailor) leading them (that 


is, Paul and Silas) into his houſe, Fc. In the Sy- 
riac the word A., abduxit, deduxit, is here uſed, 
which wore never ſignifies, to carry away, or tranſ- 


Port, and cannot be ſo rendered in this place. Our 


Lord therefore, according to the Syriac teſtament, 
was not carried or tranſported, but led, or conduct- 


ea, both up the temple battlements, and into the 
wildernels, : 
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in ſpirit, ſhould be rendered, © in a wihon, of 
« ſpiritual rapture, by a prophetic: afflatus and 


66  thſpiration,” (ſee Mr. Farmer's Inquiry, p. 35.) 


we can in no wiſe admit of; and inſiſt upon Mr. 


Farmer's producing ſome inſtances of ſuch ac- 
ceptation of theſe terms, before we can acknow- 


ledge that we have any reaſon to ſuppoſe our 
Lord's conflict with Satan to have been in a 
viſion, or ſpiritual rapture ; or that the goſpel 
account thereof was only an hiſtory of a viſion, 


2 % 9 .8 %% %, ZF — , ⏑ 


ARTICLE XVI. 


7 Page 40, Note x. The Septuagint ſays the bi- 
* rit mae; and when he ſays, the ſpirit led 
« or carried him, he means the fame as wheit 
be ſays, he was led or carried in the ſpirit.” 


WHAT the Septuagint ſays ſignifies little 
to us who have the Hebrew bible; 
we there read, Exe. viii. 3. and ch. xi. 1. 
MX Na, cauſed me to come to or into, ch. xxxvii. 
(n) and cauſed me to go forth, or out 
of (a) ; and upon theſe original terms will we 


rely, and not upon the Septuagint tranſlation. 


rer 


„ 
(a) wa in its natural acceptation ſignifies, to 
come to, or into; N in its natural Ton lig- 


nifies, to go out or out of. 
Theſe words therefore in hiphil, that i is, in their 


cauſal acceptation, mufſt ignity, MI, he cauſed £0 


5 ATI 


; | ce Page 42. When St. John Jays, he was in the 

HS ce ſhirit, & mveuaTi, by the conſent of all in- 

fterpreters he means, that he was under a 
ce ſpritual rapture, or viſion, &c. 8 


* 


JF. this charge be true, the man who truſts 
to interpreters, is in as ill a ſituation as a tra- 
veller led by a blind guide. But be that as it 


- MK will, let us ſee how this interpretation of the 
1 expreſſion e Tvwpar, will anſwer the ſerip- 
2 N | Ip | ture 
Ts N QO- I.E :2 

3 | i | | ; Ae 
. come to or into; NY", he cauſed to go out or out 
hut that theſe verbs, in the prementioned paſſa- 
8 ges of Ezekiel are to be underſtood in their cauſal 


acceptation is evident from N (me) the pronoun 
following the one, and ?3 (me) the pronoun ſuffixed 
to the other. „„ 
. So that Mr. Farmer's note x in his 40th page will 
not incline us to allow either that ex , NN and 

NZ" are terms equivalent; or that his quotations 
5 from Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are an inſtance of 
L inconſiſtency in theſe evangeliſts. - 


Non fumum ex fulggre, ſed ex fumo dare lucem, co- 
ir gitandum eft. ED | 


_ 
3 
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ture uſes of it. Mat. ü. 11. 1 indeed baptize 
you in water, but he ſhall baptize you (e aveva.) 
in a viſion or ſpiritual 'rapture—(ch. xii. 28.) V 
I caſt out devils (w mwpari fo) in a viſion of 
God or ſpiritual rapture, then is the kingdom 
of God came to you(Mark i. 23.) There was 
in the ſynagogue a man (w Tvwpar a) in 
an impure viſion, c. (Luke i. 17.) and he 
(John) /ball go before bim (the Meſſiah) ( 
Twwper!) in the ſpiritual viſion and power of 
Elias —(Fohn iv. 23.) True warſhippers ſhall wor- 
ſhip the Father (ev FYWpATI | in a viſion or ſpiri- 
tual rapture, &c.—Rom. ii. 29. But he is aFew who 
is one inwardly, and circumcifion is that of the heart, 
(er TvwuaTs)* in a viſion or ſpiritual rapture, and 
not in the letter, &c.—( Rom. viii. .) but you are 
not in the flefh, but (er Tvwuart) fn a viſion, 7 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. —( Eph. v. 18.) 
Be not drunk with wine, wherein 1s _ but. 
be ye filled (e ærebuari) in a viſion, &c.— 
Let us proceed alſo to the expreſſion v7 To 
mrwpel@r, and fee if it expreſſes the fame 
thing, and anſwers to & To TYvuah, as Mr. Far- 
mer aſſerts in his, p. 39. that is, if it means in a 
viſion, or ſpiritual rapture. | 
Lnke vi. 18. And they that were Rs (Vo 
Tudor axalae)u). by, or in impure vihons 
Jought to touch him, (that is, Chriſt) for there went 
virtue out of him, and healed them all, & —( As 
Xii. 4.) So he (Paul) being ent Forth (dr ft 
, u Ts % by, or in the holy viſion, or 
fa 1 departed i into 1 Het 4 Ads 
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xvi. 6.) . e were forbidden (v7, Tg #rwuat@s 
ys) by the holy viſion, or ſpiritual rapture, 0 
preach the word in Aſian —(2 Pet. i. 21.) Prophe- 
cy came nat by the will of man, but holy men Hale 
_ as they were moved (vo * TY nur ay) by 
the holy viſion or ſpiritual rapture; &c. 

But to trace falſhood thro' all its abſurdities 
is an endleſs taſk ; rather let us abide by the 
ſcriptures, as many of us are convinced that 

they are the word of God, and pray that theſe 
may be revealed to us in their literal truth. 

They certainly are true literally, altho' we 

ſhall have no irreſiſtible evidence of their being 
ſo till the cataſtrophe of this age, (Mar iv. 19. 
Te ae rere) or the eventual reſult of its 
operations is cone upon us. 

For then firſt will the intricacies of proyi- 
| dence be reſolved convictively; and, in being ſo; 
the truth of revelation alſo will be diſplayed 
triumphantly before the whole univerſe. 

Revelation grows upon one and the fame 
root with truth itſelf, and is therefore, like it, 
of force invincible, | 


7 

| Duris ut ilex tonſa bipennibiis 

5 Nigre feraci frondis in algido, 5 
x Per danina, per cades, ab ipſo 

4 Du cit opes animumque ferro: 

8 Non Hydra ſecto corpore firmior 

© Vinci dolentem crevit in Herculem: 

. Monſtrumve ſummiſere Colcht 

A Maus, Echiomave Theba. 

4 | Merſes NI pulchrior evenut : , 
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Ak r. XVII. { 52 ] 


Luctere, multa proruet integrum 
Cum laude viftorem : geretque 
| Fræælic conpugebus. quenge.. 5 


She but delafion J duſky train to flight ; 
Pulls off the veil from virtue's riſing charms; 
Detects temptation in a thouſand lies 
And ſhews the real eſtimate of things, 

No folly keeps its colour in her ſight ; 
Pale worldly wiſdom loſes all its charms—— 
| Like Sibyl's leaves its ſchemes, 55 

At her firſt blaſt, fly vaniſhing in air 
This bids me look on men as autumn leaves, 
And all they bleed for as the ſummer's duſt, 
Driven by the whirlwind ; lighted by her beams, 
I widen my horiſon, gain new powers, 

See things inviſible, feel things remote, 

Am 3 nt with futurities; think nought 

To men ſo foreign; as the 3 Joys poſleſt ; 

3 8 ſo much his, as thoſe beyond the grave. 


The diſpoſition becoming our preſent ſeaſon 
and fituation, is that of an humble believing. 
It is true this grace ſeldom affects a man to the 
purpoſe, till an awakening ſenſe of his guilt 
and wretchedneſs has firſt faſtened upon him, 


and taught him experimentally how juſtly the 
poet adviſes, 


Reſpue quod : non es, tollat ſua. munera cerdo, 
Tecum habita ; noris quam fit tibi curta ſupellex. 
| Perſius. 


We 


ks 


cy 


0 


We have, 1 e to aka morti- 
fying view. of our own. vileneſs, and penury,. a 
very ſatisfactory aſſurance, both from without 
and from within, that the Jehovah, God of 
the Jews, is likewiſe the author of all nature, 


and foundation of all truth comprehenfible to 


the creature: and even this conviction, faith- 
fully adhered to, and purſued, will produce 1 in 


us the true converſion. 


You fay where then is the uſual bar to this 
true converſion ? Alas ! the moſt of us are 
afraid that believing will in its iſſue carry us 
thro' a path too ſtrait to be agreeable; that is, 
we want to be ſtruck with a keen and affecting 
ſenſibility of our Lord's boding intimation, 
which we read in Mark viii. 36. What ſhall it 


profit a man i, he ſhall gain the whole world, and 


loſe his own ſoul ? Or what ſhall à man give in 


- exchange for his ſoul? In the eſtimation of hea- 


ven no pretence is an excuſe for neglecting the 
calls of our true Maſter, the Son of God. See 
John xii. 32. 

Altho' the preſent confuſion of the creation 
renders its conneRions and correſpondences in= 


ſcrutable, and in ſome inſtances apparently in- 


conſiſtent with the word of God, yet a gueſt 
within aſſures us, that anon it will be other- 


wiſe ; nature reſtored will give her Ms, 


thro' all her works, to the whole and eve 


_ circumſtance of divine revelation : for nothing 
can be ſuürer than that all truths in heaven and 
earth will ſo correſpond with, and anſwer to 


one another, as chat no one ſingle truth in the 
whole 
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whole aniverſe can be repugnant or contradicto- 

ry to any other 1 truth in the univerſe, 
fince, Deut. vi. 4. Yehovah, our God, is one 
Febooeh, and, Rom. xi. 36. all things confi of 
Lim, as their alpha or ſource ; thro' him, as their 
daily food and ſubſiſtence ; and for him, as their 
ultimate end; the laſt reſource of all. 


IE NN EEE 
ARTICLE XVIII. 


4e Page 45. 1. would not be more unreaſonable 
< 70 conſtrue the prophetic viſions of Ezekiel 
and St. John, referred to above, as relations 
« of a ſeries of real occurrences, than it is to 
put the like conſtruction upon this vifion of 
* Chriſt ; /ince both are introduced in the ſame 


© manner, l bat 1 1s, with exprefs declarations 40 
9 the contrary.” 


A 


s: I underſtand this paſſage, the author fays, 
that to ſuppoſe the viſions of Ezekzel and of 

St. John to have been a ſeries of real occurrences, 

is unreaſonable ; and that it is no leſs unreaſo- 
nable to ſuppoſe the temptations (viſions he 
calls them) of Chriſt to have been real occur- 
rences; and his reaſon is, becauſe both are in- 
troduced with expreſs declarations, that ney are 
not real occurrences, | 
The viſions of Ezekiel and of St. John were 

_ viſions of real occurrences ; the temptations of 


Chriſt 


© 


ke] Aar. XVI. 


Cbriſt were in themſelves real occurrences. But 
that our Lord's temptations are introduced 

(namely, by the evangeliſts) with expreſs decla- 
' rations that they are not real occurrences, is a 
notorious miſtake ; the contrary hereof being 
- notoriouſly true. For the evangeliſts expreſſly 
declare, as real occurrences, that Jeſus was led 
into the wilderneſs to be tempted ; that he was 
tempted there forty days, during which time 
he alſo faſted, and eat nothing ; that after this 
his forty days faſting and temptation, he hun- 

red; that being hungry, the tempter came to 
Feed (that is, he preſented himſelt to him in a 
viſible form) that he ſaid to him, &c. Sc. 
All the occurrences of this hiſtory we read 
related as matters of fact, and things that as 
verily and really happened in the order and 
manner declared, as any other facts recorded 
of our Lord in the evangeliſts. 

And we have as little reaſon to affirm, from 
the ſtyle of the goſpel writers, and the manner 
of their expreſſions, that Cbrijt s temptations are 
only the hiſtory of a vifion”, (ſee Inquiry, p. 23.) 
as we have to affirm that our Lord's reſtoring the 
lame to their feet, the blind to their fight, the 
lepers to their cleanneſs, the diſeaſed to health, 
and the dead to life, was likewiſe all the hiſtory 
of what was tranſacted in a viſion : or that the 
whole goſpel account of what our Lord did 
upon earth is no more than the hiſtory of ſo 
many viſions ; an account of what he ſaw (ſee 
Inquiry, p. 35.) “ in ſpiritual raptures, by a 
* prophetic afflatus and mnſprration.” 
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The moſt ſenſible exceptions hitherto made 
againſt the Jiteral underſtanding of our Lord's 
temptations, have been taken from the conſide- 
ration of his divine original. That the offspring 
of God thould have any temptible property in 
his pure conſtitution, is indeed wonderful; eſ- 
pecially as it ſuppoſes a (Sg, us bags, a) 
will of the fleſh, of which St. Paul ſpeaks as 
deadly. But I will __ myſelf more 

fully. 
Me obſerve that there exits] in every man (that 
evidence of his revolt from God) two ſeparate 
wills, the will of the fleſh, and the will of the 
ſpirit; which latter we call conſcience. 

We may likewiſe diſtinguiſh a very ſenſible 
difference in our intercourſes with theſe two. 
Our conſcience ſounds its intelligence within us, 
like the word of a friend or monitor detached 
perſonally from us; or, like a prompter be- 
| Hind the ſcenes, whoſe voice we hear and un- 
derſtand, as at a diſtance. 

Whereas the Will of the fleſh lipnifies itſelf 
to us with an intimacy and ſelf privity, more 
like a ſoliloquy than a voice, more like the 
ſtirrings of our inclinations than the word of a 
remonſtrant ; and with a readineſs too, ſo fami- 
Jar, as not to require, what the other does, at- 
tention, advertency, or reflection. 

We can, as it were, parley or hold diſcourks 
with our conſcience; we can conſult it as 
Prieſts formerly their oracles ; and its advice is 


often 
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often difliked and neglected by us, as repugnant | 


to our nature and Choice. 
But with the will of the fleſh the caſe is other- 
wiſe ; ſhe incites rather than perſuades ; pre- 
ſents us with charms inſtead of counſel, addreſ- 
fing the ſenſe, and not the judgment, the telallo, 
and not the aye, the ſelf, and not the moni- 
tor, our concupiſcible, and not our diſcretional 
faculties. | 
Neither are theſe two wills leſs different in 
their iſſues, and effects; in that the one pro- 
duces within us a pleaſing teſtimony, which dif- 
fuſes thro' the heart peace and conſolation 
whilſt the other produces within us regret, diſs 
may, and grief ; corroding the inner man with 
anguiſh and remorſe. 
Of theſe two principles in man St. Paul, I 
ſay, ſpeaks, Rom. viii. 6. the will of the hleſ 
is deadly; (Qeormpa Tys gg, haba r, that is, 
Nrnros) but the will of the ſpirit is vital and pa- 
c. (S re TVvuatO», Con x41 eig, that 1 18, 
25 reg XA eig becauſe the will of the fleſh is 
at enmity againſt God ; for it is not ſubordinate to 
the lau of God, neither indeed can bs. „ 
It is objected therefore as follows. If the 
will of the fleſh be deadly, how can it be con- 
ceived, as exiſting in the Lord of Life? And if 
the concupiſcible principle, which is the ſubject 
of temptation, be at enmity againſt God, and be 
a mark of our fall from God, hew came the 
holy Jeſus by it? How can it be contrived to 
exiſt innocently in Jeſus Chriſt? Indeed, how 
can it exiſt at all in him, who is the genuine 


Son (that i i entire ſelf, tho externally exhibited) 
of 
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of the moſt ſimple, and conſequently, of the 
moſt harmonious nature? And if the will of 
the fleſh be more nearly allied to, more inti- 
mately ourſelves than the will of the ſpirit, 
what occaſions this prevalence? And if it pro- 
duces in us grief, diſmay, remorſe and an- 
guiſh, how can we brook the notion of all this 
evil in the humanity of Teſus ? 
And it ſeems indeed that there are difficulties 
attending theſe queſtions, which can not be 
ſolved by human wiſdom. Angels defire to 
look into them. - In general, however, we an- 
| ſwer, and ſcruple not to avow, that the will of 
the fleſh is not in itſelf ſinful, has nothing in 
itſelf deadly; yea, on the contrary, that it is 
intended by God as a ſalutary proviſion for the 
good of 4 body; being ſingly an appetite, 
tho now depraved, after ſuch things as are uſe- 
ful to the bodily well being : in like manner as 
is alſo (@eompa Ts TrRvaTE», the beneplacitum ) 
the inclination or will of the ſpirit, an appetite 
after thoſe ſpiritual goods, which may promote 
the well being of our ſpiritual life. 

And to theſe ſervices, as the one, ſo ought 
the other no leſs to exiſt in every mortal: ſince 
this fleſhly velleity reſults from an union of the 
| foul with the body; in the ſame manner as the 
ſpititual velleity reſults from the conſtitution of 

ſoul and fpirit, man being in his perfect ſtate, a 
conſiſtence of ſpirit, ſoul and body; the ſame as 
an angel conſiſts of a ſoul and ſpirit. 

Both theſe affections therefore were together 


in the divine man, Jeſus ; the (oe, cague) 
Bcſhly mind we obſerve 1 in him, as in other in- 


ſtances, 
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Rances, ſo in Luke v. 1, 2, 3. when being 


preſſed by the multitude of his hearers, he went 


into a ſhip, and putting off from the land, taught 


them on board. And again, when he prays, 


_ Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me. 


Wherefore, when St. Paul calls this fleſhly will 


(v. 7.) (exe eis de) adverſe to God; he 


means it ſo only in the preſent condition of fallen 


nature, wherein the conſtituent parts of man 


are in a ſtate of war and contrariety. | 
In like manner when we fay, that this fleſh- 
ly will is more powerful in man than is the will 


of the ſpirit, we ſpeak, and muſt be underſtood 


as ſpeaking of fallen nature only; it is fallen 


nature only which is the flave of the fleſhly will; 
whoſe bitter wages are that of diſmay, remorſe, 


and anguiſh, which, by means of this principle, 


is ſo often produced in us. 


For in the man Chriſt Jeſus the caſe was far 
otherwiſe ; he had the (@eomua cagxcs) will of 
the fleſh as the firſt man Adam had the will of 


the fleſh, and not otherwiſe ; and as Adam, ſo 


had he likewiſe the ( peopea mruuaT@) will 
of the ſpirit, and not otherwiſe ; he being per- 


fect man. 


As to the ſpiritual will of our Lord, inſtances 
of the exerciſe of this crowd upon us through 
every chapter of the evangeliſts, they all abound- 


ing with accounts of his genuine zeal of love 


towards God and man ; for this his zeal 3s that 
very ſpiritual will we ſpeak of, maniteſting it- 
ſelf in external efforts, and has its root in the 
æonian ſpirit (by which we mean the ſpirit 
of the Father as energetic in the Meſſiah 

7 3 Son 
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Son of God); and for this reaſon we read, 
(Heb. ix, 14.) that thro' the prevailing emotion 
of the #onian ſpirit, he offered himſelf a facti- 
 fice for the fin of the world. Ss 
For, as the circumſtances of man fallen re- 
- quired it, it was the contrivance of divine wif- 
dom that Feſzs alfo ſhould have in his fleſhly or 
ſoul will an intereſt ſeparate from that of his 
ſpiritual will. His ſoul will was contrived to 
be the ground of his trials and temptations : as 
was alſo the will of the ſpirit in him the ground 
of his ſervices, and obedience to his heavenly 
Father. | ; b 
And we know that his ſpirit maintained its 
aſcendency always. That altho' he had many a 
with and inclination deviate from the purpoſes 
of God, (fee Luke xxii. 42. Jobn xvil. 24. 
Luke xii. 39. xxiii. 34. Xill. 34, 35.) yet, no 
ſooner were ſuch purpoſes revealed to him, but 
his will became as inſtantly exactly adequate to 
them, ſee John xii. 27, 28. a ſacrifice precious 
and full of worth before his holy Father. 

His will was to renounce his own inclinations 
and deſires, (fee Luke xxii. 42. Xii. 39. Xxiii. 
34. Mat. xxiii. 37.) and to follow implicitly 
the direction of his Father's ſpirit, this being 
perpetually evident to him by the ſenſations of 
his own (the aionian) Spirit (ſee Luke iv. 18. 
John. v. 30. iv. 34.) | | 

And, as by the influences of this his ſpirit he 
had at firſt enterprized his mediatorial charge; 
(ſee John vi. 38. Heb. x. 7.) ſo by the ſame he 
afterwards ſuſtained that charge through all his 

| 5 labours 3 
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labours; and perſevered in it thro all his trials; 
(ſee Heb. ix. 14. iv. 15. ii. 10, 17, 18.) and 
in ſo doing, Col. ii. 1 5. be diveſted principalities 
and powers, and made a ſhew of them openly, 
triumphing over them (i auto) in himſelf, Eph. 
v. 26. to the end that be might preſent to himſelf 
'@ glorious church, to be the future leaven of all 
his creatures: a church (Eph. i. 23.) the fulneſs 
of him who is filling all in all; of him in 
whom (Col. i. 19.) it ſeemed good (viz. to the 
FDI conjurati, or faderatores) that all ful- 
neſs ſhould dwell. 1 
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XXKAVING concluded my animadverſions on 
nw” Mr. Farmer's pamphlet with that ſublime and 
moſt important text, Col. i. 19. (er & , 
evJox1Te-TaAv TO TAVEWAG x%]oinno ai, for it ſeemed good that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell; I think it may be much 
to my preſent purpole, to expoſe this ineſtimable paſ- 
ſage in the light in which it appears to me fo full of 
wonder and confolation. . 
T& T0 D Nc loienο t. 
All fulneſs ſhould dwell. 

In the following chapter we find it ſaid of our 
Lorp, that in himCol. n. 9. (Keloxa TX TO WANEWphas 7 
beo r D owpdlinus,e) delle all the fulneſs of the god- 
head bodily. And if we compare this verſe with Heb. 
i. 3. who being the ſhining forth of his glory, the expreſs 
image of his perſon ; we inter, that all what the father is 
in his original ſubſtance inviſibiy; ſubſiſts, repreſented 
as in a type or true pattern, in the perſon of the (ægu- 
re) firſt- begotten viſibly expreſſed. So that by Ss 
word (Oy tulneſs the ſeripture means the whote 


"0 " 7 
| I think it ſhould be obſerved, that although the term 
cvudluus be indeed literally true in this paſſage; yet that the 
word coupe does not always mean a groſs material body: 
For 1 Cor. xv. 40, 44. There are celeſtial bodies and Torr . 
terreſtrial; (v. 44.) there is a pſychical body, and there is a 
preumatical body. 

» For the inviſible, inconceivable nature of God, ſo ma- 
niſeſts itſelf externally and diſtinctly in the firſt-begotten, as 
to become in him the object of the creature's underſtanding 
and cognizance. Gop diſplays himſelf, his own ſimple eſ- 
ſence and reality, through Chrift as his light and mirror, in 


64 POSTSCRIPT. 
of a being, its whole complement, its entire nature, 


its perfect ſelf. = thus we are to underſtand this 
word in Eph. i. 23. The church which is his (Chriſt's 
G body, the ( 8 plenitude 17 rongnfatU-) of the 
filler of (i. e. of him who 1s appointed * and ſo is 
about to fill) all in all. 

For that which the (mqurdor>) firſt- e is to 
the father, viz. (his cups, rMpups) his body or pleni— 
tude, the . church of Chriſt is intended to be to CHriſt, 
viz. his (owpe, che. body or plenitude. 

And as Chriſt 1 is called the (TAnuus) plenitude of 
_ Go, in that he is Gop in his whole complement, and 
entire nature, i. e. perfect Gop typically and bodily 
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reſemblances pure, and true, and lively; on which account 
Chriſt is pleaſed to aſſume the name truth as his pure cha- 
racter, as his juſt definition. For as truth is the conformity of 
words or ſigns or pictures to the realities they repreſent; and 
as God is the one reality and ſimple eſſence of which Chriſ 
is the one true word or pattern or anti- type; Chriſt may, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the term, be defined truth, as in John xiv. 
6. I am the way, and the truth, and the life, But on the other 
| hand, whatſoever correſponds not with Chri/t this true pattern, 
is falſehood, or miſrepreſentation, or vice, or a lye, or the 
ſimilitude of Satan, who is the father of lies, John viii. 44. 

And hence again, we find fin defined in 1 Fohn iii. 

1 az the miſlaw, or tranſgreſſion againſt the law, or a * 
ſaking of the true rule or copy; or a mo i of the 
maniteſtation of the true pattern, _ 

So that as virtue, in this notion of things, appears to be our 
conformity to Chri/? the true image of God; that we call fin 
will appear to be vice in its activity, or an actual expreſſion 
of falſehood, or a belying of reality, or a pretending the ex- 
iſtence of what exiſts not, or in other words, practice unna- 
tural, or the diſguiſing of nature and reality with forgeries, and 
counterfeits, which is rebellion againſt the Gop of nature. 

What has been here objected to fin and every deformity of 
mind and body, namely, that they are without real exiſtence, 
meer defects ; and conſequently, which have had no part in 
Chriſt, the original of the creation; is likewiſe as true of pain, 
grief, diſtreſs, and all the evils which the creature is fallen 
into by fin; for theſe have all alike no real being in nature, no 
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diſplay'd ſo the church of Chriſt is therefore called 
Chriſt's plenitude, in that ſhe muſt become Chriſt bo- 
dily and typically diſplay'd, Chrift in his whole com- 
plement, and compleat nature, Chriſt's perfect ſelf; 
a myſtery which, though incomprehenſible to us, is 


nevertheleſs a truth moſt ſublime, adorable, aſtoniſhing. 


But leaſt the word plenitude may ſeem to intend 
only what is ſaid in Ads xvii. 27. He (Gop) is not far 
from every one of us, for in him we live and move and 


ſhew: 


have our being—for we are all his * -ſpring,* we ſhall 


„ . | 
That although man be the off-ſpring of Gop, and 
ever did, and now Goes, live and move and have his 


— — 


8 T „ 
eſſential ſeed in Chriſt the ſource of life and reality, but are effedts 
only, formal productions emerging from imperfection. 


Thus pain we find to be a meer ſenſation, reſulting from 


power exerted upon us, beyond what our conſtitution is able 
to ſuſtain indiſſolubly; and implies in its very idea, what is 


inconſiſtent with reality, ſolution, or a niſus towards it, by 


diſtorting the conſtituent parts; that is, by a tendency to non- 
exiſtence; a condition which can reach no being in its original 
compleatneſs, and as it iſſued from the ſource of perfect reality. 

Chriſt then is the firſt model, correſpondent to which the 


creature is formed; and in the comprehenſion of this truth muſt 


be excepted all that variety of forms and effects in the creature, 
produced from its preſent torn, incoherent and corrupt circum- 


ſtances: and which are the ſpurious iſſues of diſſolving nature. 


For the word fulneſs excludes every thing that is not ſub- 
ſtance or rea! ity, all emptineſs, and not being, ſuch as vice 
and evil, with its effects ſin, miſery, and death: and conſe- 


quently by the end propoſed here, namely that in Chrift all ful- 


neſs ſhuuld dwell, muſt be meant only all that is real and ſub- 
ſtantial, all that ſubliſts by any poſitive and true exiſtence, and 
may be therefore juſtly called creature. 


© That by the promiſe zo be the 3 of Chrift, is not 


meant our living and moving in the Logos is certain, becauſe 

unintelligent, and even inanimate creatures live and move in 

nim: fo Virgil Geor. 4. Deum namque ire per omnes 
Terraſq; tradtuſg; maris, cælumq; prafundum. 
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being in him; yet that Cbriſt is not hereby, (for he is 
not hitherto) the plenitude of the creature. 


And thus much is evident, IJ. from the words of 


the text, which tells us that it is the purpoſe of Gop, 
that in Chriſt fhould all fulneſs dwell, as the conſequence 
of the reconcilement made y him, and tobe made ix him; 
ſo that *till the creature be reconciled unto Chriſt, it can 
not be of his fulneſs, which again is farther confirm'd 
from the plenitude here ſpoken of, as being not a na- 
tural gift, but a gracious gift; and from Chriſt as Chrift, 
ſo Jobn i. 16. And of his fulneſs have we all received, 

and grace * grace, 1. e. we have been all partakers 


yon 


R o a. | ; 
Hine pecudes, armenta, viros, genus omne ſerarum, 
Duemque ſibi tenues naſcentem arceſſere vitas. 
S8o Z#neid bth, 
Spiritus intus alit, totumgue infuſa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, & magno ſe corpore miſcet. 
Inde hominum, pecudumgne genus, viteque volantum. 


So Lucan Lib. 2. 


Jupiter eft quodcungue vides, gubcungue moveris. 
— Jovis omnia plena. 


Again, That by our promiſed fulneſs in Chri/t we are not 


to underſtand our natural birth in the Logos, is evident, be- 
cauſe this we have in common with wicked men and demons, 
as well as with good angels and holy creatures; the ſouls of us 
all being the off- ſpring of Gop, as Virgil has obſerved, Nos 
tua progentes ; and Lucretius, 

Denique cœliſti ſumus omnes ſemine oriundi, 

Omnibus ille idem Pater eſt.— 

And doubtleſs, by virtue of this our divide, origin, we were 
all at firſt indued with divine affections. Indeed the faint 
traces of them, ſtill remaining in human nature, are a proof of 
this, as ys Juvenal, ſat. 15. 


— | Molli ſſima corda 
Humano genert dare ſe natura fatetur, 
Due Lacrymas dedit: hæc ngſtri pars optima ſenſus. 
Plorare ergo jubet cauſſam lugentis amici, 
Squaloremgue Rei, pupillum ad jura vocantem 
Circumſcriptorem, cujus manantia fietu 
Ora puellares e incerta capilli. 
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of his fulneſs in that he has given us his grace in 


repeated ſupplies of it. 
Again 2dly. That his natural life which the creature 


has in Gov is not Chriſt's plenitude here ſpoken of, 


appears from 2 Cor. v. 17. compared with Eph. ii. 12. 
which tells us that, *till a man be a new creature in 
Chriſt, he is an alien from the common-wealth of Iſrael, 
without Chriſt, without Gop in this world. And again 
2 Cor. vi. 16. What concord hath Chriſt with Belial. 


Again 34h. This appears from the phraſe zo be in 


Chriſt, which in ſcripture language is a periphraſis for 


a chriſtian, or one in the faith; and is intended as a 


. 
Naturæ Imperio gemimus, cum funus adultæ 
Virginis occurrit, vel terra clauditur Infans, 
Et Minor igne rogi, quis enim bonus 
Ulla aliena ſibi credat mala? ſeparat hoc nos 
A grege mutorum, atque ideo venerabile ſoli 
Sortiti ingenium, divinorumque capaces, 
Atque exercendis, capiendiſque artibus apti, 
Senſum a cæleſti demiſſum traximus arce, 
Cujus egent prona, & terram spectantia. mundi 
Principia indulſit communis condtter illis 
Tantum animas, nobis animum quoque; mutuus ut nos 
 Adfeatus petere auxilium, & præſtare juberet. 

Altho' the caſe is otherwiſe with us now fallen, yea, and 
who are, many of us, abandon'd to vice and wickedneſs, as 
this Poet further adds, : | 

SED FAM Serpentum major concordia + parcit 
Cognatis maculis ſimilis fera: Quando leont 
Fortior eripuit vitam leo? Quo nemore unquam 
Expiravit aper majoris dentibus apri? 

Indica tigris agit rabida cum tigride pacem 
 Perpetuam : ſævis inter fe convenit wrſts; 

Aft Homini ferrum lethale incude nefandd 
Produxiſſe parum eſt, &c. | 


4 Kai XX arts xaprr®- which in the Syriac is Hod 


Log. Ju grace ſucceeding grace, for «7 muſt an- 


ſwer which ſignifieslaco, vice, in the place or ſtead of: 


23 a ſon. is ſaid te reign hip for, in the room or ſtead of his 


ther, whom he ſucceeds in the throne. 
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diſtinguiſhing character between a chriſtian and other 
men. So Phil. i. 1. St. 2 ſalutes all the /aints that 
are in Chriſt ;, and 1 Theſ. i. 1. The church of the Theſ- 
ſalonians which is in God; and & 1v. 16. he tells us that 
the dcad in Chriſt ſpall ariſe firſt, &c. For, in order to 
be comprehended within the fulneſs of CHriſt, one mutt 
be in Chriſt; but chriſtian men only are in Ctrijt ; 
therefore chriſtian men only are comprehended in 
Chriſt's fulneſs. 

Again that Chriſt is not his creature's plenitude by 
his creative relation to it, appears 4thbly. Becauſe every 
creature whoſe plenitude Chriſt is, muſt have, yea muſt 
become one with him in, the ſpirit of Chriſt ,* which 
the generality ot mankind neither have, nor are, nor 
Know any taing of; for 2 Cor. iii. 17. Where the ſpirit 
of Chriſt ts there is liberty: whereas moſt men are 
ſlaves (fee Rem. vi. 16. again Roz. viii. 9.) Now ye are 
not in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, if jo be the ſpirit of 
God dwelle:h in you, and if any man aaih not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his: but if Chris be in you, the bo- 
dy is dead becauſe of fin, but the ſpirit is fe mane of 
rightecnjncfs. 

Having then ſhewn ; „ 2dly. that the word (np 
plenitude "intends not only a natural but allo a gracious 
fulneſs, a fulneſs which they only can have in Chriſt 
who are graciouſly united to Chriſt; it may be uſe- 
ful to obſerve. 

III. 
| How reciprocally the word plenitude or its equi- 
valent terms are applied in Scripture; viz. that they 
are true — that they anſwer bitariouſly, 
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© This is very evident from 1 Cer. vi. 16. He that is joined 
to an harlot is ene body [i. e. with her in the fight of Gop) 
fer two ſays He (Gop) jball be one feſh, but he that is joined 
unte the Lord is (with like intimacy of union, tho' of another, 
that is a ſpiritual nature) one ſpirit with Chriſt. So that to the 
plenitude in Crit here treated of, the being molt intimatcly 
married to, and one with Ch "of by his Piri, is neceſſary. 
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and in the reverſe: and this I give you as conveniently D 
g form: 
| Reciprocal Expreſſions. 
x, Gop dwelleth i in Chriſt. — 4. Chriſt dwelleth in i Goo; 
2. Chriſt dwelleth in TH His Church dwelleth 


Church. in OR 

2. His Church the — 
of Chriſt. 

6. Chriſt the fulneſs of} F9, Gop the fulneſs of 
Go.. Chriſt. 

7. His Church the fulneſs op Chriſt the fulneſs of 
of Chriſt. his Church. 


$. Chriſt to be the full? 11. All things to be the 
of all things. fulneſs of Chriſt. 


W 


| 4+ 

Fobn x. 38. Though ye . not me, believe 4 works, that 
ye may know and believe that the Father is in me and I in him. 

Fohn Xiv. 9, 10. He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father 
alſo; J am in the Father and the Father in me; the Father that 
di welleth i. in me he doth the works. 

„ 

John xvii. 20. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them 
alſo who ſhall believe on me thro' their word. That they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me and I in thee ; that they alſo may 
be one in us :—and the glory which thou haſt given me, I have 
given them; that they may be one as we are one. I in them, and 
thou in me; that they may be _ perfect in one. 


5 
1 John iv. 1 5. IWhoſoever hal confeſs that Feſus is the Son f 
God, God dwelleth in him and he in God. V. 16. Gd is love 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
ſohn vi. Sb. He that eateth niy fleſh and arinketh my blood, dwelleth 


me, and I in him. 1 fohn iii. 24. He that keepeth his com- 


mandment, diuelleth in him and he in him. 2 Cor. vi. 16. Ye 


are the temple of the living Ged, as God hath ſaid, 1 1 awell 


in — and walk in them. | 
6. 


Col. ii. 9. In him duelieth all the fſulneſs of God — _— 
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And now let us obſerve 
IV. 


The gradual progreſs of Chriſt towards this his 
purpoſe of becoming the abode of all tulneſs. Firſt then 


1 


NR 


Eph. i. 23. He gave him —_ Bed over all things, to the church 
which is his body, the Fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, Col. 
i. 18. And he is the head of his body the church, (ver. 24.) 1 
Paul — for his bodies ſake which is the church, (Eph. iv. 13.) 


9. Sh 
John viii. 42, Eye w Te bs E I came forth aut of God, 
John x. 30. I and my Father are one, John xvi. 15. All things 


which the father hath are mine. 


Gal. iii. 17. Now to Abraham — his feed were the promiſes made; 
be "wt not and to ſeeds as of many; but as of ane, and to thy ſeed 
which is Chriſt (1 Cor. Xit. 12.) as the body is one and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, however 
many, are one body, fa alſois 8 | 0 


Eob. iv. 10. That he might fill all things. Col. i. 19. It ſcemel 
goed that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. Col. i. 20. By him to 
reconcile all things unto him, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven. | 


Heb. i. 3. Who being the ſhining forth of his glory, the expreſs 
image of his per ſon, alſo 2 Cor. iv. 4. Col. i. 15. John xiv, . 
10. 


Rom. xii. 5. Me being many are one body in Chrift, and every 
one members one of another. 1 Cor. x. 17. Eph. iv. 13. 


| e 8 | | 
Eph. 1. 10. That he might gather together in one all things in 
Chrift, both which are in the heavens and on the earth, even in 
him: And the reaſon of this, is Rom. xi. 36. For of him, and thro 
him, and to him, are all things, to whom be glory aonian, Amen. 
Hieb. ii. 10. It became him for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, being bringing (or about to bring «y«yw7s) many 
ſons to glory, to make the captain of our ſalvation perfc# thro 


ſuffering. 


7 
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I. The account we have of his original is, that he 
is (Tpwtsrox@>) the firſt-begotten of God.s | 

In this reſpect he is the great creator of all things; 


for, Col. i. 16. By him the firſt-begotten) ere allthingscre- 
ated that are in heaven and upon earth: Created by him, 


after having firſt conſiſted in him, for in him (e avrw 
Col. i. 17. rc Tele cuverns) all things conſiſted ; and the 
reaſon of this is given us v. 18. viz. That in all things 


—_— 


2 
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Man is alſo called the (-) offspring of God, as is above 


ſaid, in Acts xvii. 28, 29. But then he is ſuch as a birth from 
the Logos, whereas the Logos is ſuch by immediate and direct 
generation; Gop's genuine ſelf expreſſed Son-wiſe, and is 


therefore often called the only begotten Son of Gop, Heb. xi. 
17. I John iv. 9. John i. 14, 18. iii. 16, 18. that is, Empha- 
tically the Son, or very image of the divine eſſence. 


And the divine eſſence being the ſublimeſt ſimplicity, the 
ſon-image thereof muſt likewiſe be the perfection of ſimplicity 
in his inmoſt reality. = | 

bh Yea the whole creation is out of him, for all things ovz5xe 
conſiſted, or were compriſed in him the one, before they exiſted 


| out of him the many. And for this reaſon alſo is his title (37 
adn) the pillar, as ſupporting or ſuſtaining the creation which he 


made. But if the creature conſiſted in him, this could not 
have been in a variety and diſtinction, but in an oneſhip and 
ſimplicity; ſince the firſt-begotten is the true image of fimpli- 


city or oneſhip, the truth of GoD, the accurate copy of his 


limple individual eſſence; which conſider'd in the moral re- 
view of him is called love. See x John iv. 8. 
From theſe conſiderations alſo we argue, that the contrary 


affections of wrath, revenge, anger, hatred, &c. cannot 
really and diſtinctly live in C 


hri/t, cannot be creatures origi- 
nally in him, muſt have exiſted in him only accidentally, as 
love in the individual manifeſting itſelf in different modes and 
evolutions, though for one ſingle end, and by direQion of one 
ſingle motive. For though Chriſ be one, yet is he the root of 
all created reality, and as ſuch thofe forms of being, which to 


our powers of thinking appear diſtin and contrary, muſt har- 


moniouſly coincide and terminate in him as in one individual 


uncompounded point. 


n 
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himſelf might be the firſt or foremoſt ;* a conſequence in- 
volved indeed in our natural dependance upon Chriſt , 
becauſe the creature being a ſubſtance in its own na- 
ture diſtinct from Gop, and ſo having neither princi- 
5 nor root of exiſtence in itſelf, muſt firſt begin to be 

rom him on whom its being depends; and conſe- 
quently *till he was by whom we are, ourſelves could 
not be, i. e. our Lokp's character of fore- runner is im- 
plied by neceſſity. 

II. The next account we have of our 8 18 
that he became Man, begotten ſuch of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

In this account of him, being a divine offspring, 
he is perfect man, which we are not; and yet is he at 
the ſame time even all that which we are, ſin only ex- 
cepted. 

So that Cbriſt, by becoming a man, is at once the 
Tp Or fulneſs of human nature as it now is, com- 
prehending at once both Gop and man in himſelf. 

III. The next account we have of this wonder of 
the creation is, that he, being already begotten of 
the Holy Ghoſt, a mere man as to his humanity, is 
alſo re-begotten of Goo in his reſurrection. , 


n 


1 G | | 

i This in the Greek is iz z YernTas Towlevwv, but the laſt te a 
being in ſome meaſure equivocal, is miſ-tranſlated in our teſta- 
ment; as is evident from the Syriack teſtament, where its 


meaning is aſcertained in the word @3Q4.Q qdmi); which be. 


ing derived from the prepoſition Sr = ante, denotes the 
ſame as antecedens, prior, anterior. | 


And in ſuch acceptation VA 2 Loos, . 


qdmi bkl muſt ſignify, That he may be the foremolt | in all 
things. 

k That Chriſt was of Gop begotten anew at his reſur- 
rection is evident from Acts xiii. 33. The promiſe made unt! 
the fathers God hath fulfil ed unto us their children, having raiſed 
up Jeſus again, as it is written in n the EJs Plalm, Thou an 


i- 


POSTSCRIPT. 73 


In this condition his human nature becomes more 


than man,! even what no man can ever be but by be- 
ing begotten anew of him. 


And here again is our Loxp our fore or fore- 
runner; for as he was our foremoſt in our original 


creation; ſo he becomes our foremoſt again by His re- 
fſurrection from the dead. And therefore neither could 


any creature receive the reſurrective energy, until Chriſt 


was firſt raiſed, Rom. viii. 11. Eph. ii. 5. Col. ii. 12. 


But being raiſed, our expected life becomes ſecure in 


his perſon, and death itſelf our acceſs to it. 


The juſtneſs of this remark will appear from the 
reaſons given for this new-begetting ; viz. 
1ſt. That man alſo might be begotten in his likeneſs, 

1 Cor. xv. 49. As we have born the 1 image of the earthly we 
ſhall jb bear the image of the heavenly. Rom. viii. 28, 39: 


1 
my ſon this day have ] begotten thee z which compare with Rev. 


i. 5. Chrift who 7 is the faithful witneſs, the Kol. begotten of the 
dead, 


As Creator our Lox D was (Tpwrolezo; mung Hows) firfi- 


* begotten of all the creation : As our ſecond Adam be is E 


Ter S. ex Jan ux) the firſt-begotten of the dead. 
Cpriſi as man in his reſurrection muſt certainly have re- 
ceived ſome Rate of exiſtence ſon-wiſe in the divine nature 
fitly to define him thus the begotten of Gop. And could we 


| ſee farther into this myſtery, ſo as to imagine what this mar- 


velous relation between our LoRD and his Gop, wrought 
thus at his reſurrection, this ſon-ſhip of the humanity to the 
divine nature, might import; we ſhould probably thence con- 
ceive what that change to be made in the creature will be, 
when God ſhall be all in all, when (Eph. iii. 19.) we Hall 
be filled with all the fulneſs of God. 

This divine begetting at the time of our Lokp's reſurrec- 
tion, and which inſtated him into the glory of the father, was 
perform'd by the JIEHOvAH of the eus, Ads v. 30. The 
God of our fathers raiſed up Feſus, whom ye flew hanging 
im on a tree. Fobn x. __ I lay down my lije that I may take 
't again, John li. 19, 20. Deſtroy this temple and in three days 
1 1010 build it 1. Heb. Xiu, 20. Now the God 7 Peace why 
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1 Whom he fore appointed 2that they ſhould be 3the called, 
4 and indeed 5he foreknew *them, and predeſtinated them 
9 unto (to be) the ſimilitude of the image "of his ſon, 
that he might be (i. e. by means of this . 
tion) the firſt-begotten among many brethren. 1 John iii. 
2. We know that when he ſhall appear we fall be like 
him for wwe ſhall ſee him as he is. 

And 24. That the whole race of men, by being 
made like Jeſus who is the genuine image of the Lo- 
gos- ſon of Gop, might be collected into the T hean- 
| thropy church-wiſe. 

This appears largely foe the ſeveral texts already 
12 which demonſtrate that the purpoſe 8 Gop 


N 5 

3 again from the dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſi; but the Gop 
of peace is the prieſtly reconciling peace-making perſon of 
the (px) covenanters, who Rom. i. 4. Was deſined the jon 
of God in power (vs opoderro; dis bes © dove) according 10 the 
 Jhirit of holineſs (era nrwpe wywowns) by the Tuſurredion from 
the dead. Matt. xxvi. 61. xxvii. 40. | 
It ſhould be here obſerved that by mrvps axiocurnc, is not to 

be underſtood the Holy Spirit, or To mH T9 «y101, but the ſpi- 
rit which is the attribute eminent in the Deity itſelf as Logos 
or word of Gop, from whole efficacy, when exerted, the re- 
ſurrection of our LoRD's perſon neceſſarily followed. For the 
divine nature, which is a ſpirit, (Luke iv. 24. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
1 Cor. xv. 45. John iii. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 18.) and exerts itfelf in 
theJEHOVAH who is the Logos; giving the body of our Lokp, 
\ jap diſplay'd upon it, a divine appearance (fee Matt. xvii. 
5.) cannot but have effected this; for As ii. 24. It was 
1 NP ible that he ſhould be holden under the bands of death, 
And as the reſurrection of Chriſt is performed by the JE 
HOVAH Logos; it is deſcribed as being into the glory of the 
father, io Rom. vi. 4. Like as Chriſt was raijed from the dead 
inte (d with a genitive caſe is by a ſyriaciſm, with which 
the apoſtolic writings moſt eminently abound, thus uſed by 


Sc. Peter (in order to anſwer to 3 Hebrew and D Syriack) 


— — — R. | 


POSTSCRIPE 


is, that all in Chrif may be one in the father, and in 
the ſon ; even ſo one as the father and the ſon are one 


in each other. Yea, Eph. ii. 12, 15, 16. That even 


they who were without God in the world, might be 


made of twain one new man in Chriſt, and be both re- 
conciled in one body unto God. | 


IV. But fince it is ſaid, Col. i. 16. Al things 
which are in the heavens, and then the extent of 
the word all is aſcertained by the enumerated particu- 
lars, whether they be thrones, dominions, principalities, 


or powers, all things were created by him; and then in 


the following verſes all things, whether thoſe on earth 
or thoſe in the heavens, were reconciled by him: we can- 
not but comprehend, under the term all things in the 
heavens, all the thrones, dominions, principalities, 


and powers, contained in them; that is, all univer- 


— 
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in 2 Pet. i. 33 and that it ſhould be regarded as having a 


like import here, appears from the Syriack (LLuoslo 


bthſbuhtha in gloriam); and this paſſage being thus render'd, 


the compariſon is compleat, and anſwers to Rom. xv. 7. 
I Thef. ii. 12. Heb. ii. 10. 1 Pet. v. 10. Al ne got ng 78 TATE 
is therefore into)) the glory of the father; even ſo we alſo ſhould 
walk ix newneſs of life. . 

And thus Chriſt is in three reſpects the begotten of Gop, 
viz. 1/, He is the begotten of the father before the creation. 
24ly. He is the begotten of the holy ſpirit at the time he be- 


came man; and he is begotten again 3dly. of the JEHovan 


of the Jews, when he entered the divine life of the reſuſſitive | 


energies, when he was raiſed up into the glory of the father. 
N. B. Should any one, not weighing the force of the He- 


brew and Syriack 5 D, be offended at our rendering d 1N- 
To, as too ſtrange and unnatural ; let him obſerve that our 
purpoſe is equally ſerved in rendering it BY, ſeeing the Logos 
may be called the glory of the father, as being his real ſelf ma- 
nifeſted. Ts, „ 5 

And yet we cannot think this meaning to have been the true 
intent of the apoſtle in this place. This apoſtle writes to Ti- 
mothy (1 Tim. iii. 16.) That Chriſt was received up into glory; 
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fally, both angels and men; and ſo we ſhall be oblig'd 
to infer that not only the firſt fruits unto Chriſt, and 
not only the whole race of mankind ſhall be reconciled 
into one community, one united compleat body in 
Chriſt ; but that allo all things, that is, all angels as 
well as all men, muſt finally, in the fulneſs of times, 
be ſo reconciled unto Gop, be ſo gathered together in 
one in Chriſt. | 

And thus the . event is, that as JzHovan 
was in the beginning an univerſal being, becoming 
himſelf the firſt of the creation, in whom ſingly all 
creatures, with all their poſſibilities of unfolding and 
multiplying themſelves, have their eſſence, and eve 
diſtinct being its proper life: ſo by his incarnation, 
and as he became Jeſus Chriſt, he was to be again 


univerſal, even an univerſal e e uniter, where- 


* 


N 0) T E 8. 
which words doubtleſs import the ſame with our Lok p' : 
Luke xxiv. 26. Ought not Chriſt to ſuffer theſe things and 10 en- 
ter into bis glory. But by his glory is to be underſtood his fa- 
ther's glory alſo ; ſo Mart viii. 38. The ſon- man when he cometh 
in the glory of \ his father, with his holy angels, &c.-—He cometh 
then in h's father's glory; and yet he will be ſeen in his own 
glory, fo Matt. xxv. 31. hen the ſon-man fhall come in his 
ge aud all the Holy angels with him, and of theſe united glo- 
ries our LORD alfo prays 7% xvii. 5. Father glorify me with 
thine own ſeif with the glory which I had with thee before the warld 
THas (fo-v. 22, 24.) and he expreſsly diſtinguithes them Luke 
ix. 20. [hen be 05 a! come in his own glory, and in his father's, and 
of the holy angels. But the reaſon of their being fo often uſed 
promiſcuouſly ſeems to be, becauſe the father's glory, though 
unſeen by the creature, is always preſent with the perſon, and 

ſo with the glory of the Logos. See John i. 18. | 

Moreover, that St. Paul was capable of uſing d for * is I 
think beyond doubt certain from 2 Cor. iii. 11. E: yapTo xalap- 


LUmhEVO), O. den ; 5 TuANW ane. TO fEvovs, en Gan, If that which 


is to be fruſtaated, is in glory (Loo) o i e. is in- 
6 Lach in glory yy much more that which is to remain ſhall be 


in gory 4 E 
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by and in whom all ſhould again, in ſome unſpeaka- 


ble manner, coaleſce ; and, by ſuch coalition in Chriſt, 
become 2 Pet. 1. 4. Partakers together of the divine na- 


ture, and Heb. xii. 10. Pariakers of bis holineſs ; being 
2 Cor. iii. 18. Transformed into bis image, or become 
his true type. 


And ſo Chriſt, in the former reſpect, the root of 


our Being; becomes in the latter reſpect, the root of 


our reſtitution and fellowſhip ; gathering, i. e. con- 
necting and cementing us into one bleſſed ſympa- 


thizing body of life and love. 


And becauſe of this promiſed ſtate of things, our 
Lok gives us that ſolemn, ſublime, and repeated ac- 


count of himſelf, Rev. i. 8. xi. 17. ii. 8. xxi. 6. xxii. 
| 13. 1 am alpha and omega the ſirſt and the laſt, the be- 


ginning and the end; which tallies exactly with that 


& aurw, He purpoſed—to recapitulate (or recomprehend 
in one) all things in Christ, both which are in the hea- 
vens and on the earth, even in him. To recapitulate 
them, I ſay, according to the wiſdom of his love, by 
diſpenſations either of gentleneſs or ſeverity, in the 
moſt effectual manner; it being the fixed decree of 


the (nx) divine covenanters, that in Chris all ful. 


neſs ſhould dwell. 


And who of humanity and coodneſs would hate a 


revelation diſcloſing ſuch amiable truths as theſe ? 

for what can men, ſinful men, wiſh in their Gop that 
the goſpel does not aver concerning him? It tells us 
that our Gop has no other purpoſes towards us, than 
what ſpring forth perpetually from his own eſſential 
bounty and benevolence: That that ſame benevolence 


: text recited from Eph. 1. 10. IIoos Nero --αp ct Ne 00D. | 
r TAUTR &V Tw N T&% TE EV TOIG BPAVOLGS KO TH EW THG ne 


which at firſt prompted him to create, imploys him 


now to reſtore us: That for this end the incarnation 
of his fon was contrived : That he requires nothing of 
us but to be made, by him, like himſelf, rich in his 


ewn life and love and joy and holineſs : That nothing 
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78 POSTSCREPT. 


can delay in us the triumphant effects of his operative 
love, but an heart turn'd from him, an heart content 
to live without him, in its own darkneſs and alienation, 
in this world : And that hell and deſpair and wretch- 
edneſs and torture and diſſolution, are the deftined 
conſequences of our enmity againſt Gop, for no other 
reaſon, than becauſe there can be no true reſt, enjoy- 
ment, or conſolation for us, but in a ſtate of union 
and fellowſhip with him, the ſource from whom we 
ſpring, and end for whom we exiſt. 80 
Let us likewiſe remember that to oppoſe, pervert or 
invalidate the gracious goſpel of our Lok, is to for- 
bid, as far as we may, ſight to the blind, health to 
the diſeaſed, cleanſing to the lepers, relief to the diſ- 
treſs'd, and the opening of the priſon to them that are 
bound. | n — h | 
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HEREIN 
THE QUOTATIONS 


or THE PRECEDING. WORK, 


Tranſlated into EN GL IS H. 


* age 2. 
Sollicit parum &c. | 
dt very careful 
Hom the fond whim of vulgar credit ſtands, 
The abetted error of the crowd. 


P. 28. 
Hance inquit nobilitat &c. 
This (i. e. country) ſays he, Antioch adorns, a city 


of univerſal fame, ſecond to none in the abundance }. 


of its riches foreign or domeſtick. 
| P. 32. 

Fruſtra antem niti, &c. 

To ſtrive in vain, and gain nothing but puniſh- 
ment by the fetigucing onefelt, is 19 9 1 the extremeſt 
folly. 

P. 49. 

Non n, Gee 

dis not the thing 


| The ſmoke from light, but light from fmolee, to bring. 


P. 31. 
Duris ut Ilex c. 


As ſtands the oak in yonder fertil grove, 


Shorn by the labouring axe in vain, and feels 

Recruited vigor from its wounds and loſs. 

Or as the hydra from Alcides' ſtrokes 

Thrived an the more, and multiplied his one 
M 


8 The Quorar1ons tranſlated into Exor isn. 


Or as the Colchian dragon grew an hoſt 
*Gainſt Jaſon fabled Argonautian chief. 
Plung'd in the deep fe riſes to the eye 
Embrighten'd ; combated, ſhe triumphs o'er 
The foe invincible to all but her. 
P. 5a. 5 - 
Reſpue quod non es, e. 
Refuſe falſe honour; turn the liſtening ear 
From the ſhrewd tempter that would ſooth thy pride; 
Live much at home; examine what is there; 
Thyſelf will teach thee true humility, 
Humility the virtue of the great. 


3. 

Deum namque ire &C. 

For Gop the whole created maſs inſpires ; 3 
Thro' heaven, and earth and ocean's depth he throws 
His influence round, and kindles as he goes. 
Hence flocks and herds and men and beaſts and fowls 
With breath are e and attract their ſouls. 

DRzyDEN's Virgil. 
f P. 66. : | 


 Spiritus intus alit &c. 


one common ſoul 
Inſpires, and feeds, and animates the whole, 
This active mind diffus'd thro! all the ſpace 
Unites and mingles with the mighty maſs. 
Hence men and beaſts the breath of life obtain ; 
And birds of air, and monſters of the main. 


DRvDEx' $ Virgil. " 
Jupiler eſt &c. 


—all is Jove 
Whate'er we ſee where'er we move. 
Denique celeſti, &c. 
In ſhort from ſeed celeſtial all we ſprung 
One is our common fire. 

- -— Molliſſima _ &c. 
Compaſſion proper to mankind appears, 
Which nature witneſs'd when ſhe lent us tears, 


The Qvorarioxs tranſlated into o Ex GLISH, - 81 


Of tender ſentiments we only give 
| Thoſe proofs : To weep is our prerogative ; 
To ſhew, by pitying looks, and melting eyes, 
How with a ſuff? ring friend we ſympathize | 
Nay tears will e'en from a wrong'd orphan ſlide, 
When his pale guardian at the bar is try' d: 
So tender, ſo unwilling to accuſe, 
So oft the roſes on his cheek bedews, 
So ſoft his treſſes, fill'd with trickling pearl, 
You'd doubt his ſex, and take him for a girl. 
B' impulſe of nature (tho? to us unknown 
The party be) we make the loſs our own ; 
And tears ſteal from our eyes, when in the {ſtreet 
With ſome betrothed virgin's hearſe we meet. 
Or infant's funeral, from the cheated womb 
Convey'd to earth, and cradled in a tomb. 
Who can all ente of others ills eſcape, 
Is but a brute at beſt in human ſhape. 
This nat'ral piety did firſt refine | 
Our wit, and rais'd our thoughts to things divine : 
This proves our ſpirit of the Gop's deſcent, 
While that of beaſts is prone and downward bent. 
To them but earth-born life they did diſpenſe, 
To us, for mutual aid, celeſtial ſenſe. 


Davpx's Juvenal. 
F. 67 
Sed jam ſerpentum &c. 


But ſerpents now more amity maintain | 

From ſpotted ſkins the leopard does refrain: 

No weaker lion's by a ſtronger flain : 

Nor from his larger tuiks, the foreſt boar 

Commulſion takes his brother-ſwine to gore: 

Tyger with tyger, bear with bear you'll find 

In leagues offenſive and defenſive | join'd. 

But lawleſs man the anvil does prolane, 

And forge that ſteel by which a man is ſlain ! 
DRvprx's Juvenal. 
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Adv ertiſem ent. 


Jo UST PupLISHED, 
By | the AUTHOR of this AxswzR, 


And Sold at the ſame PLaces with it; 


Univerſal Reftitution 


A SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE : 


Conſiſting of ſeveral LETTERS 


ON TT HE 


Nature and Extent of CHRTST's Kingdoms 
WHEREIN - 


Tar SCRIPTURE PASSAGES. 
Falſly alledged in Pxoor of 


The Eternity of Hell Torments, 


Are truely tranſlated and eyplained : 


And whoſe reſpeQive subjects are as follows, 


LETTER I.—The Engliſh words eternal, everlaſting, for ever, Cc. 


are unſcriptural, and — not the true import of the original 
awrds gon, olem , FD 991. 


LTT ER II.— e kingdom of Chriſt aubich is called eonian een 


is not eternal. 


LETTER III. —Chrift*s 1 o hat, and where it is, and when g 
71 began. ; 


| LevTer IV.—Chrift's kingdom awill kl ft of many facreſ ive farts 


er periods. 


| 3 


LeTTER V.—The term EONIAN — aulas the word 8p1- 
RIT, imports not that he is eternal. 


Ws 


LeTTER VI.—Logos, the only begotten ſon of God, is the true aonian 
ſpirit | aro mrvpe] and diſtin as ſuch from the father. 


LETTER VII.—Farther remarks on Chriſt's æonian erate, im- 


plying his perſonal di iftinftion before inſſted on, 


As touching zonian reſtitution wrought by Chriſt, 


LeTTEr VIIL—Gop wills EFFECTUALLY that all men ſhall be 
reftored. 7s 


; LETTER IX.—0f the explicit 12 EY woill Gow, 


LeTTER X. — Chriſt in his character f a reſtorer 28 8 aun | 
conſidered at large. 


LETTER XI.—The property of Chriſt as redeemer may be doom'd to 
eonian ſufferings. 


LeTTER XIT.—The doctrine of an : univerſal reconcilement to Gon in 


Chriſt, excludes not that of the damnation 9 the wicked L Toy _ 
eomanty. 


LrrTER XIII. * efficacy of Chriſt's ſacrifice muſt extend to all his 


crectures. 


LzTTER XIV. — he extent . the promiſe (Rev, xxi. 4. 1 that death 
ſhall be no more. 


LETTER XV. — In Chriſt the firſt n the web creation is deem'd 
holy before Gop. 


LETTER XVI. -A paſſage in the epiſtle to the Hebrews (iz. ch. ii, 
8, 9.) conſidered: and the fallen angels compared with fallen men. 


The ſcripture paſſages objected againſt the doctrine of univerſal 
reſtitution from 


.. | | "XVIL. 
1. . | 74-131, 
Matt. xxv. 46. | 18 XIX. 
Eph. iii. 10. >conſidered in LETTERS XX. 
Heb. xii. 20. - | XXI. 
Matt. xxvi. 4. | | XXII. 
Heb. ii. 16. = XXIII. 


The QuoTaTrons in the learned Languages, found in the 
notes, are all tranſlated into Engliſh at the end a the book, 
as are the other quotations in the text, | 
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